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GCELEBRATIONS AROUND
THE WORLD

Aisulu Kurmanova

MYP, MYP/DP English Language Aquisition, Community Project and Service as Action Coordinator

Exploring diverse cultures is an important part of the English Language Acquisition class, especially through

the lens of unique festivals and celebrations. The unit "Celebrations around the World" allowed MYP 1 students
to investigate the dynamic and organic aspects of culture within the English Language Acquisition curriculum.
Throughout this unit, students examined various cultural festivals, including coming-of-age ceremonies, birth and
death rituals, and other unique global festivities. The primary focus was on enhancing students' language skills
by familiarizing them with descriptive texts about these cultures and discussing the cultural significance of these
celebrations through diverse activities such as gallery walks and jigsaw-reading.

Unusual festivals around the World -
Gallery walk

One of the engaging activities was the gallery walk, which
introduced students to unusual festivals around the world.
This activity featured celebrations like the Bun Festival in
Hong Kong, the Snake Festival in Cocullo, Italy, and the
Land Diving Festival in Pentecost Island. Students were
tasked with identifying specific details about each festival
and understanding their cultural meanings. They compared
their findings and collaborated to create and present
their own unique, unusual festivals in groups. This activity
aimed to promote cultural understanding, empathy, and
appreciation among students, helping them to see the
world from different perspectives.
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Coming-of-Age ceremonies -
Jigsaw reading

Another enriching activity was the jigsaw
reading exercise, focusing on coming-of-age
ceremonies. Students gained insights into
the diversity of human cultures by studying
rites of passage such as the Latin American
Quinceanera, the Amish Rumspringa, and the
Bullet Ant Initiation of Brazilian Indigenous
people. Working in groups, students explored
the traditions and peculiarities of these
ceremonies. They developed mind maps and
took on roles as either "experts" or "researchers"
- presenting and exploring each ceremony in
depth. This activity aimed to develop students'
research and communication skills while
promoting respect for cultural differences,
contributing to building a more inclusive and
harmonious global community.

These practical and language-focused
experiences within the language acquisition
curriculum provide a great opportunity for
MYP classes to realize the global significance
of this unit. By encouraging cultural
understanding and appreciation for the
diverse cultures that surround them, students
not only enhance their language skills but also
become more culturally aware individuals.
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QPecTmBanbaep MeH MepeKenep apKbiibl 3pTYPNi MaOeHUETTEPAI 3epTTey afbIfLWbIH Tini cabaFbiHbIH MaHbI3Abl

Beniri 6onbin Tabbinagbl. "Bnemperi mepexkenep” toHUTI MYP 1 okylubinapbiHa aFbinWbiH Tini 6aFgapnamacsl
asdCblHAa MBOEHWETTIH, AMHAMUMKarbIK XXaHEe OpraHuKanblK acnekTinepiH 3eptreyre MyMKiHA K 6epgi. Ocbl OHUT
GoMbiHOa OKYLLIbINAp apTYpi MaaeHM hecT1Banbaepai, COHbIH iWiHae aneMaeri spTyp/i epeKile GecTnBanbaap MeH
KaMeneTKe Tony paciMAepiH 3epTTeni. Herisri Hazap oKyLWbiNapabiH TINAIK AaFAblNapbiH XeTingipyre 6arbiTTanfaH,
onappabl 0Cbl MBEHWETTEP Typasnbl CMNaTTaManblK MaTIHAEPMEH TaHbICTbIPbIN, OCbl MEPEKENEPIH MBOEHN
MaHbI3LbIIbIFbIH BPTYPAI TancbipManap apKbinbl Tankbinayra 6aFbiTTanabl.

dneMperi epekwe dectusanbnep - KepMeperi cepyeH

OkyLlbinapabl anemperi epekile hecTnBanbgepMeH TaHbICTbIpy
MaKCaTbIHAa 6TKI3iNreH XXyMbiCTapabliH Bipi — KepMeferi cepyeH.
Byn MNoHkoHrTeri HaH decTtusani, tanuarsiH Kokynno KkanacbiHoa
BTeTIH XbiNaH hecTmani »xaHe [1eHTeKOCT apanblHOafbl Xepre
CYHry thecTmBani cUAKTbl MepeKkenepai KamTbigbl. OKyLbinap

ap hecTmBanb Typanbl HaKTbl MaNIMETTEPAI aHbIKTar, oflapablH,
M8LeHM MaFblHaCcbIH TyCiHAI. Onap 63 KOpbITbIHAbINAPbIH
CanbICTbIPbIMN, HATWXKECIHAE, TOM BOMbIN XYMbIC ICTEN, 834ePIHIH
Giperen, epekile ecTMBanbaepiH oMnan Woirapabl. byn sxymbic
OKYLUbI1ap apacbiHAA MBOEHM TYCIHICTIKTI, SMNATUSHbI )XaHe
KYPMeTTeyAi 0aMbITyFa, anempai apTypni KeakapacTapMeH
TaHbicyFa BafFbiTTangbl.

KaMenetke Tony pacimpepi - TONTbIK OKY )XYMbICbI

Tafbl Bip aTan eTeTiH XXYMbIC KSMeneTKe Tony paciMaepi

Typanbl TEKCTTepAi ToNTblK oKy 6ongbl. OKyLwbinap natbiH
amepwuKachbiHbiH KuHceaHepacsl, AMULW PyMCApPUHT xaHe
BpasnnusHbiH XanbiKTapbiHbIH KYMbIPCKA MHULMALMACSHI
CUSIKTbl 6TKEN pPaciMAepiH 3epTTen, afaM MaAeHUETTepIHIH
anyaH Typninirin TyciHai. TonTapaa XyMbic icTel oTbIpbIn,
OKYLLbIMap OCbl PaCiMAEPLIH O3CTYpnepi MeH epeKLUeniKTepiH
3epTTeni. Onap mind-map »acan, "MamaHpap" Hemece
"3epTTeywinep" pengepiHae ap pacimMai TepeH 3epTtTeni. bynic-
Wapa OKyLUbINapAblH 3epTTey XaHe KOMMYHMUKALMSA OaFablnapbiH
LaMbITyFa BaFbITTana oTbipbin, M3AEHU alibipMaLLbINbIKTapAabl
KYPMeTTeyAi inrepinetyre >xaHe HeFypnbiM MHKIHO3UBTI XKaHe
yMneciMai )xahaHmblK KOFaM KypyFa biknan eTTi.

LWeT Tini 6aFrpapnamacsi
asicbiHpaFbl By MpakTUKanbiK,
YKaHe TiINAiK oaFobinapabl
LaMmbiTyFa BaFbiTTanFax
Toxipnbenep MYP cbiHbINTapbiHa
OCbl KOHUTTbIH, XahaHpbIK,
MaHbI3AbIMIbIFbIH TYCIHYre Tamalla
MYMKIHAIK 6epegi. Okywbinapabl
_ KopluiaFaH apTypni MageHueTTepai
TYCiHYLI, 3MMaTUSHbI XaHe
KYPMETTeyAi bIHTanaHAbIpy
apKbibl OKYLWbIIAp 630epiHIH
TINQIK OaFabiapbliH XKaKcapTbin
KaHa KolMait, CoHbIMeH Bipre
MaOeHu TypFbigaH xabappap
Bongbl.
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THREADS OF GHANGE:
A UNIT ON EXAMINING FAST FASHION

Alaa Yousef,
MYP Language & Literature, MYP & DP Drama, MYP Language A HOD

“Consumed”

By: Olivia Wang

Welcome back again! If your new Hello! In the other last few blogs, | have talked aboul how
history affects fashion, | talked about how people perceive fashion. | have also talked about
culture appropriation through fashion. This time we will be talking about the Spring 2003
Menswear collection made by Raf Simons. | want to bring this collection inlo the light because |
think Raf Simons has consumerism, how we are as consumers and how the things we are led to
bary show how somethings can change the way we are,

3.1 Threads of
Change

LESSON 7:
CONSUMERISM

First off If you're not entirely sure what consumerlsm s let me explain. Consumerism Is
basically the protection or promotion of the interests of consumers. If you didnt understand the
first time It also means using different advertising methods to sell thelr products. So what | think
this collection is themed arcund is how we are pulled In to buy these things.

Look 20

Slide from the unit, featuring a photo from

g " . Student Sample #2, Ethical Fast Fashion Blogger Project
Consumed” by Raf Simons.

| love clothes. And shoes. And bags. And accessories: But just as the maxim “Being kind to others is being kind
belts, necklaces—even bowties. On a more serious note, to yourself” is true for our relationships, it is also true for
| love fashion for its role in society as a driver of art, the consumption of clothing. A few years ago, | made the
innovation, and challenging norms. However, a love of decision to look at my relationship with buying clothes,
fashion often conflicts with a very important Sustainable and it changed the way | look at fashion and put me in
Development Goal—Responsible Consumption and a better relationship with myself, the environment, and

Production. A love for clothes in all their glory and variety = garment workers all over the world.

might seem antithetical to trying to reduce consumption. This year, | decided to take this topic to my classroom,

as young people are often the easiest targets of brands
advertising a new trend, new lifestyle, new everything
all the time. It was one of my favorite units | have
taught in my 11-year career as a teacher. Students were
A sample of one of the engaged because they both understood the urgent
collections students need for responsible consumption and the ubiquity of

||.l g | [ : ’ examined to learn overconsumption in their everyday lives. They had frank
- | | iy 4 about fashion as an conversations about whether knowing the truth would

A : , art form and its effect stop them from shopping at their favorite brands and
hwl-l n p| !J -r on self-image: ‘Lumps how buying new things makes them feel. We also looked

and Bumps,” by Rei at fashion as an art form—a way to express individuality
' Kawakubo. that brands have co-opted to actually make everyone
"'J look the same. Students created blog posts that
| B investigated famous collections like “Consumed” by Raf
Simons, which comments on fashion’s
Let's break down the psychological cost into two parts: the mental impact on consumers role in overconsumption, as well as
and the mental impact brought to the non-consumers through the environmental cost. informational posts designed to raise
awareness about the true environmental
Let's talk about the mental impacts on consumers like us. The constant churning out of new and human costs of fast fashion.
styles makes people feel like buying the latest product is necessary for them to fit in modern so- By educating the next generation about
ciety and the inadequacy - as people feel like they are not good enough if they are not wearing the impacts of fast fashion, we empower
the seasonal trends. If the frequency of new trends and styles increased, the frequency of people them to make more responsible choices
buying new clothes would increase too. and contribute to a more sustainable
future. It was an honor and a pleasure
“Cheap clothes are a “consolation” for you not being able to afford expensive things. They make for me to use my role as an educator to
you feel rich even though you are not.” push us one tiny step in that direction
this year.

Student Sample #1, Ethical Fast Fashion Blogger Project
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NAVIGATING LIFE'S JOURNEYS:
THE GLOBAL LENS OF THE "EXPERIENGES" UNIT

Almon Yao,
MYP and DP Chinese Language B

In our interconnected world, understanding the tapestry of
human experiences is more crucial than ever. The DP 1 Chinese
B "Experiences" unit, through its inquiry statement—"Explore
and tell the stories of the events, experiences, and journeys that
shape our lives"—equipped students with the tools to engage
with global issues and analyze them from diverse cultural
perspectives. This unit delved into the personal and communal
narratives that defined us, starting with leisure activities,

which were not just pastimes but also expressions of culture
and identity across the globe. Whether it was soccer in South
America or calligraphy in East Asia, these activities revealed the
essence of communities.

As we journeyed through holidays and travel, students learned
how these experiences were leisurely pursuits and vital
connectors in our global society. They bridge distances, fostering
understanding and appreciation for different ways of life. Life
stories, at the heart of the unit, were individual narratives that
collectively form the history of humanity. By examining these
stories through an international lens, students gained insights
into the struggles and triumphs that resonated across cultures.

Rites of passage were critical to the human experience, marking
transitions and growth. The unit encouraged students to explore
these rites not in isolation but as universal phenomena, reflecting
on their significance in various societies.

Lastly, customs and traditions were the fabric of culture, and the
unit prompted students to analyze their role in shaping societies.
From weddings in India to festivals in Europe, understanding
these practices helped students appreciate the diversity and
interconnectedness of global communities.

Through the "Experiences" unit, students developed international
mindedness by recognizing the common threads in our human
journey while celebrating the rich diversity of cultural expressions.
They learned to navigate global issues with empathy, respect,
and an open mind, preparing them to become global citizens
who could contribute positively to our shared world.

MiviEDNEss > T



DOGRUSAL MODELLEME:
GERGEK HAYAT SORUNLARINI
GOZMEDE KiRESEL BiR

PERSPEKTIF

Ayse Tekin,
MYP/DP Math

Giderek daha baglantili hale gelen bir dliinyada, karmasik
sistemleri anlamak ve tahmin etmek uluslararasi isbirligi
ve ilerleme icin cok énemlidir. istatistiksel analizlerin
temel taslarindan biri olan dogrusal modelleme,
tahminler ve gercekgi karsilastirmalar yapmamiza ve
bilin¢li kararlar almamiza olanak taniyan guclu bir

arag sunar. Bu yil matematik sinifinda DP-1 &grencileri,
iki farkli etkinlikle dogrusal modellemeyi 6grendiler:
oyuncak bebegi lastik iple atma ve kagdit bardaklar Ust
Uste dizme oyunu.

Oyuncak bebegi lastik iple atma etkinliginde, 6grenciler
bir bebegdi belirli bir yikseklikten gtvenli bir sekilde
dUstrmek icin gereken lastik bant sayisini tahmin ederek
dogrusal modellemeyi uygulamali olarak kesfettiler.

Bu etkinlik, 6grencilerin bebegi cesitli yUksekliklerden
tekrar tekrar dUsUrerek ve dusUs mesafesini dlcerek

veri toplamalarini igerir. Bu verileri grafige ddkerek ve
dogrusal bir model oturtarak, 6grenciler en iyi uyum
Gizgisinin egimini ve eksenlerle kesisimini yorumlamayi
ogrendiler. Daha sonra modellerini kullanarak tahminler
yaptilar ve matematiksel bilgilerini gercek bir senaryoya
uyguladilar.

Kagit bardaklari Ust Uste dizme etkinliginde, 6grenciler
pratik ve ilgi ¢ekici bir gorev araciligiyla dogrusal iliskiler
ve edim kavramlarini kesfettiler. Ogrenciler, tek bir
bardagdin yuksekligini élcerek basladilar ve ardindan her
bardak eklemeden sonra toplam yuksekligi kaydederek
birden fazla bardagi Ust Uste dizdiler. Verilerini grafige
dokerek, ortaya ¢ikan dogrusal modeli gozlemlediler ve
egimi bardagin eklenen yuksekligi, y-kesimini ise tek

bir bardagin baslangi¢ yuksekligi olarak tanimladilar.

Bu etkinlikler, dogrusal denklemlerin gergcek dunya
durumlarini nasil modelledigini gésteren uygulamali bir
deneyim sagladi, 6grencilerin cebirsel ilkeleri anlama

ve matematiksel modelleri yorumlama ve olusturma
becerilerini gug¢lendirdi.

£ l
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LINEAR MODELING: A GLOBAL
PERSPEGTIVE ON SOLVING
REAL-LIFE PROBLEMS

In an increasingly interconnected world, understanding
and predicting complex systems is crucial for
international collaboration and progress. Linear modeling,
a cornerstone of statistical analysis, offers a powerful tool
that enables us to make predictions, valid comparisons,
and informed decisions. This year in DP 1, the students of
the Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation class
learned linear modeling through two different activities—
the Barbie bungee challenge and the stacking paper
cups game.

In the Barbie bungee activity, students engaged in a
hands-on exploration of linear modeling by predicting
the number of rubber bands needed to safely drop a
doll from a predetermined height. This activity involved
students collecting data by repeatedly dropping the doll
from various heights and measuring the distance fallen.
By plotting this data and fitting a linear model, students
learned to interpret the slope and intercept of the best-
fit line. They then used their model to make predictions,
applying their mathematical understanding to a fun, real-
world scenario.

In the stacking paper cups activity, students explored

the concepts of linear relationships and slope through

a practical and engaging task. Students began by
measuring the height of a single cup and then stacked
multiple cups, recording the total height after each
addition. By plotting their data on a graph, they observed
the linear pattern that emerged, identifying the slope

as the height added per cup and the y-intercept as the
initial height of a single cup. These activities provided a
hands-on experience that illustrated how linear equations
model real-world situations, reinforcing students'
understanding of algebraic principles and enhancing
their ability to interpret and construct mathematical
models.
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INSPIRING
INTERNATIONAL

THE MARITIME
SILK ROAD AND

THE EXPLORERS'

EDUCATIONAL
JOURNEY

Apple Liu, PYP Chinese Teacher

As an educator, | am always attentive

to my students' growth and learning
processes. Recently, | was deeply

impressed by their creation of posters

on the Maritime Silk Road and their

sharing of autobiographies as explorers.
From a teacher's perspective, | want to

explore how this educational project
can inspire students' international
mindedness and how we can guide
them to better understand and
integrate into this diverse world.

First, let's take a look at the posters

made by the students. The illustrations

on the posters show ancient ships
sailing across the vast ocean,
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presenting a vivid and striking image.

This is a restoration of history and a
vivid miniature of international trade
and cultural exchange. From these
images, | see the students' curiosity
about history and their yearning

for the world. This tracing back to
the past and respecting human
civilization cultivates their sensitivity
to international affairs.

This project is not only a learning of
knowledge but also an opportunity
to inspire students' International
Mindedness. Students expand their
understanding of different cultures
and geography by understanding
ancient trade routes. This is the first
step in cultivating International
Mindedness—broadening horizons
and understanding diverse cultures.

Next, through sharing their

autobiographies as explorers, students

demonstrate how they faced the
unknown and cooperated with
companions from different regions
in the virtual world. In this process,
they are playing the roles of historical
figures and cultivating cross-cultural
communication and cooperation
skills through this interactive
experience. This is the second step in

cultivating International Mindedness—

establishing connections with others
and learning to respect differences.

From an educational perspective,
this project also stimulates students'
active pursuit of knowledge. Through
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making posters and writing
autobiographies, they are not just
passively receiving information but
actively exploring, organizing, and
expressing their understanding. This
initiative cultivates their courage
and ability to solve problems and
explore the unknown. This is the
third step in cultivating international
mindedness—having a proactive
learning attitude and continuous
growth.

In summary, the educational project
on the Maritime Silk Road and
explorers is a successful attempt

to ignite the flame of international
mindedness in students' hearts.

As teachers, we are at identifying
these shining points and guiding
students to acquire knowledge and
cultivate a spirit of global vision and
international mindedness during the
learning process. Only in this way
can our students truly integrate into
the world and positively contribute
to building a more harmonious and
beautiful society.
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EARTH'S GUARDIANS:
STUDENTS SHARE THE

PLANET

Olanike Kolapo, Diana Tolordava, Hailey Chen,
Azalea Cottage (Grades 1- 3) Teachers

This term, Azalea students immersed themselves
in the PYP transdisciplinary theme "Sharing the
Planet," exploring the central idea that people
consume Earth's resources to sustain life. This unit
enhanced their understanding of environmental
issues and fostered international mindedness by emphasizing our
global responsibility to protect the planet.

Grade 1 students delved into the topic of water, learning about the
water cycle, various water bodies, and the importance of conserving this
vital resource. Grade 2 focused on resources and waste reduction. They
examined the different types of natural resources, the impact of waste
on the environment, and ways to minimize waste. Grade 3 tackled the
critical issue of extinction, studying endangered species and the factors
contributing to their decline.

Throughout the unit, students engaged in various learning activities.
They conducted experiments, participated in discussions, created
posters, and collaborated on research tasks. These activities helped
them develop critical IB Learner Profile attributes such as being thinkers,
principled, and caring.

The summative assessment for this unit was a school-
wide campaign where students shared their newfound
knowledge with the community. They created posters,
performed songs, and staged mini role-plays to

raise awareness about the importance of conserving
resources and protecting our planet. This campaign
demonstrated their understanding of the topics and
highlighted their ability to take responsible action.

The unit incorporated the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 6

(Clean Water and Sanitation), Goal 12 (Responsible
Consumption and Production), and Goal 15 (Life

on Land), which emphasized the importance of
sustainable practices. By addressing these global
challenges, Azalea students developed a sense of
international mindedness, understanding that their
actions can make a difference on a global scale.

In conclusion, the "Sharing the Planet" unit was a
powerful educational experience. It empowered our
students with the knowledge and skills to address
environmental issues, fostered a sense of global
responsibility, and inspired them to take action to
protect our planet.

vintenness 10
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Barry Ahern, BEG EAL Coordinator

International Mindedness, a core
principle of the International
Baccalaureate (IB) philosophy,
involves understanding, respecting,
and valuing diverse perspectives e —
and cultures. As a language teacher,
| integrate these principles into

my teaching, particularly when
working with students facing unique
challenges. One such student, who
has both inattentive and impulsive

ADHD, began the year at a pre-AT frequent br.eak.s were included with t.he usage of Chirjese, .
level on the CEFR and progressed to help maintain his focus. | also allowing him to use his native
to an A2 level despite these mcorpora)ted as much movement as Ianggage as a bridge to !garnlng
challenges. This essay highlights how possible into lessons. For example, English. This strategy faC|I|tated.
International Mindedness informed when learning about prepositions gomprghensmn and honpred hls
my approach in supporting this of place, | brought the student . I|rng|st|c backgroun.d, remforcmg
student's growth. around the school and asked him his self-esteem and identity. As he
to locate specific classrooms. These gained confidence in English, we
International Mindedness starts adapjcations preated a respectful transitioned t.o.n.nore immer§ive
with recognizing and respecting learning environment where he Ia.nguage activities, celebrqtlng
the unique needs of each student. felt understood, supported, and his progress and encouraging
For this student, it was essential to engaged. fur.ther Ianggage deyelopment.
understand how ADHD affected his - ) . . This celebration of his progress was
learning and behavior. | adapted my Multilingualism is an e§sent|a| a testament to the effectiveness
teaching strategies to accommodate component of Interng'glonal of our approach and a source of
his attention span and impulsivity. Mmdedngs; .Recogmzmg the encouragement for all involved.
Lessons were structured with student's initial struggles with
language, | became more relaxed Creating an inclusive classroom

clear, concise instructions, and

environment was vital for this
student's integration into school. It
was a collaborative effort, where |
worked closely with other teachers,
H counselors, leadership, and his family
to ensure a holistic support system.
Each of us played a crucial role,
and our collective efforts made a

significant difference in the student's
experience.

C

Incorporating International
Mindedness in teaching a student
with inattentive and impulsive
ADHD required a compassionate,
flexible approach tailored to his
unique needs. | facilitated his
academic and personal growth by
promoting global engagement,
encouraging multilingualism,
building a supportive environment,
and continuously reflecting on
practices. This journey highlighted
the profound impact of International
Mindedness in creating inclusive,
enriching educational experiences
for all students.
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GELEBRATING GLOBAL UNITY: TENTH-GRADE
STUDENTS SHOWGASE INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS AT CHINESE NEW YEAR TEMPLE FAIR

Bowen Li, MYP Chinese Language A

MYP 5 students led a diverse and
engaging activity at the Chinese
New Year temple fair, where they
presented International Mindedness
with a harmonious blend of global
games, activities, and cuisine. With
a focus on inclusivity and cultural
diversity, the students curated

a vibrant selection of offerings

to showcase their International
Mindedness.

The event featured Korean fish
cakes, Japanese Okonomiyaki, and
the traditional Japanese game
Kendama, adding a touch of cultural
authenticity to the celebration.
German sausages and a quiz on
German knowledge were also
introduced, allowing attendees to
immerse themselves in a different
cultural experience. Amidst these
muilticultural offerings, the iconic
Chinese Tanghulu symbolized the
students' appreciation for their
own heritage while embracing
global diversity. Fusing flavors and
activities highlighted the students'
commitment to promoting cross-
cultural understanding and unity.

The students' dedication to fostering
cultural exchange was evident in their
enthusiastic approach to the event,

a clear reflection of their unwavering

MNTENES D 12

belief in the power of inclusivity

and mutual respect. By embracing
cultural pluralism, they emphasized
the importance of celebrating
differences and building connections
across borders, reassuring all who
witnessed their efforts about the
values of the future generation.

As the temple fair concluded,

the students' advocacy for
internationalism resonated with
attendees, showecasing their proactive
readiness to bridge cultural gaps
and promote unity through diversity.
Their inclusive mindset and genuine
appreciation for diverse cultures
exemplified a spirit of global
citizenship and a celebration of the
richness that comes from cultural
exchange, encouraging all who
participated in the festivities.

The students' involvement in the
Chinese New Year temple fair
exemplified their commitment

to embracing diversity with open
hearts and minds. It was a testament
to the transformative nature of
cultural exchange and the enduring
spirit of unity amidst differences,
leaving a legacy of goodwill and
international understanding for all
who participated in the festivities.
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How can we integrate Chinese language teaching into real-life

situations? How can we connect Chinese language teaching with
cross-cultural communication? This year, students have studied the
'Celebration' and 'Shopping' units, so why not take them to explore a
real Chinese market? Thus, we visited Qingdao Buxi Market.

This unique and unforgettable experience not only allowed students
to experience the authentic culture of a Chinese market but also
cultivated their International Mindedness, which aligns closely with
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This was
a perfect opportunity for our students to step out of the classroom
and immerse themselves in an authentic Chinese environment,
enhancing their Chinese communication skills, fostering teamwork, =%
and increasing their understanding and respect for different cultures. =

In the market, students were
required to complete shopping
tasks and ask vendors about various
items, such as how to make zongzi
and the customs of traditional
festival celebrations. All the students
demonstrated excellent language
skills and team spirit, completing
their tasks within the allotted time.
This ability to engage in cross-
cultural communication and
cooperation is a crucial part of
International Mindedness.

After completing their shopping
tasks, our students displayed
impressive empathy and kindness.
They proactively suggested sharing
the purchased items with fellow
students and school staff, spreading
love and gratitude to more people.
This act of care and appreciation
reflects their humanistic qualities
and aligns with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals of
Quality Education and Reduced
Inequalities (SDG 4 and SDG 10).

This activity was a practice of

the Chinese language and an
experience of cross-cultural
exchange. Students stepped out of
their comfort zones, interacted with
locals, and experienced the unique
charm of Chinese market culture.
This market trip undoubtedly
contributed to cultivating the
students' International Mindedness
and practicing the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals,
laying a solid foundation for their
future as global citizens.

REFRIEATHIS:
FENBIP R TS E Fr 2 2 iR

QARPRE R XX P& B SR A TR R 2Rl
R X B PME X URFRRE—H? &
FREMNPIT KR MW XR
PRI, HUBRE, M2AHARHFERZ
FAELHRGTPENTZE? TEHA]
RETERIEATG.

ORI SRAE, NMUOLZE
MRS T HERIERNTIZNL,
WEEFE T AT ERRIE (International
Mindedness) , Xt S5EREERIFLEL
BEIR (SGOs) ERES ., WTFHINW
ZHENRR, X2—PMEENS, RE
BA, ESTEINPXXIHESR, BEMH
MNP SRGREES, BEREIMERIR,
FIEH SRR LRSS,

ERHE, ZENANRETREYES,
EREFEETARERSNES, kil
WAHERT, FRTTRNRKGERE .
FrEZFIERIL T HErIESENHME
FAUMENER, TEMER BIMSTE T WE
55 o XFPEESLRANMERE N IER EFR
MEFRERAERE D o

YWMESERE, BANZENRAL
TLANRRHEIRLMER ., ZFIED)
RICEELN R EFENPRNBEIRT
MNN=E, BESRBEBLEESZHNA, X
MREBNBBERATHACUEIT ol 1A

XEF, HERGEMHELRERTH
RERBEMRDREE (SDG 4 1 SDG
10) BYHEX.

RKREN AN —IRPX KR, E—IK
BXURRNER. PEMEHTBECK
FEX, SHMARR, ARTHETH
XARIREFE T o XTI Z IR X
FANEFRAEFRIEFAXN B G E AT L
RRBMHKEK, NMIIARERAZIRD
RITTFESCRIEM,

viNgENEss ) 13



POETRY AND MONSTERS:

GREATIVE INSPIRATIONS FOR MUSIC MAKING

Charla Esser, BEG Arts Director & PYP Music

The Universal Language of Music:
Communicating Across Borders

In our recent unit of inquiry in music
class, we delved into communication
beyond spoken and written language,
focusing on how music can serve as a
universal medium of expression. This
exploration underscored the idea
that while we may speak different
tongues, music allows us to transcend
linguistic barriers and connect on a
fundamental human level.

The Language of Music:

Music, often referred to as a universal
language, has the power to convey
emotions, tell stories, and express
ideas without the need for words.

In our class, we embraced this
notion by using music as a tool to
communicate and express ourselves.
This approach aligns perfectly with
the IB Learner Profile attribute of
being communicators, but with a
twist; instead of mastering multiple
spoken languages, we mastered the
language of music.

Project Overview:

Monsters, Limericks, and Melodies
Our project began with each student
selecting an image of a cute monster.
These monsters became the subjects
of our creative exploration. The
students were tasked with writing a
limerick about their chosen monster.
A limerick's distinctive rhythm and
rhyme scheme provided a structured

wivienngss > 1
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yet creative way to describe and
bring the monsters to life.

"There once was a monster named
Zed,
With a big, fuzzy body of red.

He danced through the night

In the pale moonlight,

And dreamed of the days that he
led."

The next step was to create a melody
for their limerick. This was where

the students truly explored the
language of music. They considered
the emotions and characteristics
they wanted to convey through their
melody. Should it be upbeat and
cheerful, reflecting a playful monster?
Or should it be slow and mysterious,
hinting at a monster with secrets?

The Creative Process
Melody creation involves several
musical elements: rhythm, pitch,
dynamics, and tempo. The

students experimented with these
elements to match the tone of their

syllables | ==

limericks. This process enhanced
their understanding of musical
composition and their ability to
convey complex ideas and emotions
through sound.

For instance, one student described
their monster as shy and gentle. To
reflect this personality, they chose
soft, slow notes with a gentle rhythm.
Another student, whose monster
was described as mischievous and
energetic, created a fast-paced, lively
melody with playful jumps in pitch.

International Mindedness Through
Music

This project highlighted how music
serves as a bridge across cultures.
While each student's limerick and
melody were unique, the underlying
process of using music to express
ideas was universal. This reflects the
core of International Mindedness:
recognizing and appreciating our
common humanity while celebrating
our diverse ways of expression.

Conclusion

Through this unit of inquiry, our
students demonstrated that being

a communicator goes beyond
mastering multiple spoken
languages. This project reinforced
the idea that while we may come
from different parts of the world and
speak different languages, music is a
powerful tool that unites us all.



his year, MYP 4 Extended Mathematics

Tstudents used different methods to
investigate sustainability.

They focused on two UN SDGs:

Goal 2: Zero Hunger

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

The first goal was used as a lens to explore
farming. Students considered a simplified
farming scenario where a farmer could
choose between two crops, each with
different nutrients. The goal was to find the
most cost-effective way the farmer could
manage their crops to ensure they received
the required nutrients.

This was achieved through a practical
application of mathematics called linear
modeling. Students considered the

requirements and constraints of the problem, converting them to
inequalities before graphing them. They then calculated the Object
Function which needed to be optimised (in this case, cost). By
finding the vertices of their feasible region in their graph, they were
able to calculate how many of each crop the farmer should grow.

MYP 4 also considered Goal 11, this time by using sequences to
decide if cities were developing sustainably. To do this, they chose a
city with an increasing population and a resource the city's residents
require. By modeling the population growth and the growth of the
resource using arithmetic and geometric sequences, students were
able to ascertain whether the city was developing enough of that
resource to meet future demand. They researched and discussed
real-world examples such as Lagos and electricity production, Beijing
and road availability, and Hamburg and housing availability.

By using mathematics to explore global issues such as the UN SDGCs,
students gained a deeper understanding of how mathematics
informs decisions that impact people's lives.
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THE GEOMETRIC SEQUENCE MODEL PROVIDES A MORE ACCURATE PREDICTION
FOR THE POPULATION GROWTH OF LAGOS WHEN COMPARED TO THE ARITHMETIC
SEQUENCE MODEL. THUS, FOR THE GIVEN SET OF DATA AND THE ACTUAL
POPULATION, THE GEOMETRIC SEQUENCE MODEL IS MORE APPROPRIATE FOR
PREDICTING THE POPULATION GROWTH OF LAGOS.
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DEVELOPING
INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS
THROUGH MMUN
AND HUMANITIES

Cynthia Okoth,
MYP Humanities & MMUN Advisor

In the MYP Humanities and Montessori
Model United Nations programs,
International Mindedness has been
seamlessly integrated throughout the

year. We delved into diverse topics such as
cultures, resource use, belief systems, and
global political challenges, including space

threats, desertification, population change, and conflicts. Additionally,
we emphasized the significance of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in promoting International Mindedness.

Through the multi-case studies approach in the exploration of these
topics, students gained a wealth of knowledge and understanding
of the experiences, perspectives, and attitudes of local, regional,
international, and global communities. This broad perspective
helped students recognize the commmon challenges faced
worldwide and appreciate the different approaches and solutions
to these issues. Understanding the SDGs, such as peace, justice

and conflict management, and climate action, also reinforced the
interconnectedness of global issues and the collective responsibility
required to address them. This was crucial in fostering intercultural
awareness and empathy, encouraging students to take proactive
steps both locally and globally. They were inspired to use social media
and other platforms to advocate for community action and positive
change, actively promoting global sustainability.

Additionally, students developed a deeper insight into the importance
of collaboration and coordinated international efforts in promoting

a sustainable world. They learned that individual actions, whether
positive or negative, collectively impact the global community. This
realization was key in inculcating in them a sense of responsibility to
strive to be the best versions of themselves, contributing to a better
world. This sense of responsibility is a testament to their commitment
to positive change.
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EMBRAGING INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS IN GHINESE
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE STUDY
AND GAS PROJECT IN VIETNAM

Dr. Vivian Cui, MYP/DP Chinese A, CAS Coordinator

In an increasingly interconnected
world, International Mindedness

has become a crucial aspect of
education. This concept is not just
about understanding different
cultures but also about engaging
with them actively and thoughtfully.
Teaching Chinese Language and
Literature with an international
mindset involves a delicate balance
between honoring the students'
native cultures and exposing them
to global perspectives. This year, in
our Chinese Language and Literature
class, the syllabus included more
incorporation of multicultural texts.
Introducing literature from various
cultures alongside traditional
Chinese texts can help students
appreciate the diversity of thought
and expression. To improve students'
comparative analysis writing skills,
they are encouraged to compare and
contrast themes, styles, and cultural
references in Chinese literature with
those from other cultures, fostering
a deeper understanding of cultural
nuances.

International Mindedness also
means navigating cultural conflicts
and conversations. Discussing
cultural conflicts within the texts can
lead to insightful discussions about
how these conflicts are resolved

or perpetuated and what lessons
can be learned from them. At the
same time, encouraging students to
explore the fusion of cultures, such
as the influence of Western literature
on modern Chinese writing, can
help them appreciate the dynamic

" ]~

nature of cultural exchange.

This year, the CAS project in a
village near Hanoi offered students
a unique opportunity to step out

of their comfort zones and engage
directly with a different culture. By
participating in road construction
and repair, students were not only
gaining a hands-on understanding
of the challenges faced by people in
different parts of the world but also
making a significant contribution
to the local community. Living

and working in a Vietnamese
village allows students to immerse
themselves in the local culture,
learning about traditional customs,
social structures, and daily life.

Students can undertake research
projects that explore the impact
of development projects on

local communities, the role

of infrastructure in economic
development, or the cultural
significance of community service.

By integrating this mindset into

the teaching of Chinese Language
and Literature and applying it in
real-world community service
projects, we can foster a generation
of students who are not only
knowledgeable about different
cultures but also capable of engaging
with them in meaningful ways. The
journey from the classroom to the
village roads of Hanoi is a powerful
testament to the transformative
power of education to inspire action
and change perspectives.
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DEVELOPING INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS
IN THE QAIS COMMUNITY THROUGH ART

Dr. Helen Ding, MYP/DP Art Teacher; Director of the Phoenix Art Academy

The recently concluded IBDP 2 Visual Arts & Phoenix Art Academy
Grand Art Exhibition of 2024 was a testament to our students' creative
prowess and introspective journey. Under the theme "Who Am [?"
students embarked on a profound exploration of identity through the
medium of art.

Throughout the exhibition, students showcased their self-portrait
artworks in various media and forms, each piece serving as a window
into their evolving sense of self. From traditional paintings to digital
compositions, the diversity of expressions highlighted the depth and
complexity of personal identity. The journey of self-discovery was
evident in the artistic evolution displayed by our students. Through
meticulous brushstrokes, intricate detailing, and innovative techniques,
each artwork revealed a unique narrative of self-exploration and
growth. As students delved deeper into the theme, they demonstrated
a heightened understanding of self-portraiture and its significance in
reflecting individual identity.

One of the exhibition's highlights was the students' focus on refining
their cultural identity. With a keen eye on their roots and ancestral
heritage, students incorporated elements of their cultural background
into their artworks. This integration of cultural motifs and symbolism
added layers of depth to their self-portraits, reflecting the richness of
their identities and the interconnectedness of past and present.
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Moreover, the exhibition encouraged
students to reflect on their personality
traits and explore diverse artistic styles.
By embracing experimentation and
incorporating different artistic elements,
students expanded their creative horizons
and nurtured their artistic voices. This
holistic approach fostered personal growth
and instilled in them a sense of global
citizenship as they learned to appreciate
the diverse perspectives and experiences
that shape our world.

As we celebrate the conclusion of yet
another successful art exhibition, let us
applaud the dedication and creativity of
our students. Their artworks not only adorn
the walls of our school but also serve as
mirrors reflecting the multifaceted nature
of human identity. Through art, they have
embarked on a journey of self-discovery,
paving the way for continued growth and
exploration.

In the words of Picasso, "Every child is an
artist. The problem is how to remain an
artist once we grow up." May our students
continue to nurture their artistic spirits
and embrace the beauty of self-expression
as they navigate the intricate tapestry of
identity.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN MYP 3 SGIENGES

Evan Brewster, MYP Science

In our MYP 3 sciences class, we
embarked on a unit titled 'Electricity
and Magnetism.' The statement of
inquiry, 'How fair is the distribution
of energy through electricity for

the world's population?' not only
prompted but empowered students
to delve into global issues related to
energy access and equity. The global
context of fairness and development,
along with the key concept of
change and related concepts

of energy and transformation,
provided a rich framework for
meaningful discussions and

learning experiences, reinforcing the
students' role in understanding and
addressing these crucial issues.

The unit focused on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) 7 and
10, which aim to ensure affordable
and clean energy for all and to
reduce inequalities. The idea is that
equitable access to energy is crucial
for sustainable development. Our
unit questions included:

- What are the current disparities
in energy access worldwide?

- How does the lack of energy
access affect communities and
their development?

- What changes can be made to
ensure fair distribution of energy?

To help students understand

the global disparities in energy
distribution, we started with an
analysis of a map of the Earth at
night. This map vividly illustrated the
uneven distribution of artificial light

across the planet, highlighting areas
with abundant electricity and those
with little to none. This visual tool
served as a powerful entry point for
discussions on energy equity.

Students then engaged in an
assessment that involved examining
global electricity distribution

data. They calculated the average
electricity consumption per person
for various countries and compared
this with the percentage of the
population that has access to
electricity. This activity allowed
students to identify patterns and
anomalies in the data, fostering

a deeper understanding of how
energy availability impacts daily life
in different regions.

Students also reflected on the

IB Learner Profile attributes

they developed during the unit.
They highlighted how being
knowledgeable, principled, and
open-minded not only helped them
understand but also enlightened
them about the importance of

equitable energy distribution and
the need for sustainable solutions.
This growth in understanding and
enlightenment was a significant
accomplishment for each student.

By integrating the concepts of
International Mindedness and

SDGs into our curriculum, students
gained a deeper understanding of
global issues and the importance of
fairness in energy distribution. This
unit not only enriched their scientific
knowledge, making them feel more
knowledgeable, but also fostered a
sense of global responsibility and
commitment to making a positive
impact in the world.




SUSTAINABLE GOALS
IN DESIGN

Gannett Cassidy,
G4-5 STEAM and MYP Design Teacher

The Design curriculum at Qingdao Amerasia International School is a
vibrant and dynamic program that intricately weaves the principles of
design with the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). By aligning
each unit with specific SDGs, the curriculum enhances students' design
and technological skills and instills a sense of responsibility and global
citizenship. Through projects emphasizing sustainability, innovation, and
quality education, students learn to see the broader impact of their work
and are encouraged to think critically about how they can contribute to a
more sustainable and equitable world.

In MYP 1, the "Community Action through Design" unit empowers students
to choose and address an important local issue in Qingdao, such as gender
equality (SDG 5) or air pollution (SDG 13). Students engage deeply with
real-world problems and develop practical, impactful solutions by selecting
topics that resonate with their immediate environment and community.
This project focuses on communicating their chosen issues through
abstract or realistic sculptures, creating models that effectively convey
their message to the community. Students learn to connect their design
work to broader societal impacts, making tangible contributions to their
community while aligning with the SDGs.

As students progress to MYP 2 and MYP 3, the focus shifts to more
sophisticated aspects of design and its impact on society. In MYP 2, the
"Make:Able" unit connects with SDG 3, which focuses on good health and
well-being. In this unit, students design assistive devices, learning to create
solutions that improve the quality of life for people with disabilities. This
hands-on project emphasizes empathy and innovation, teaching students
how design can be used to meet the needs of diverse populations. Seeing
the students' commitment to developing these assistive devices is inspiring
as they engage deeply with the real-world implications of their designs.

MYP 3's "Sustainable Sounds" unit supports SDG 12, responsible production
and consumption. Students used recycled materials and Dreamlab tools to
create their own musical instruments inspired by the Recycled Orchestra
of Paraguay. By the end of the project, students recognized how difficult,
yet important, it is to repair and
reuse old materials instead of
purchasing new products.

Overall, it's incredibly rewarding to
see our students at Amerasia use
their design skills to address global
issues and contribute positively to
society. By linking their projects
to the SDGs, they gain valuable
insights into how their work can
make a real difference. It's not just
about learning design principles
but about shaping compassionate,
innovative thinkers ready to tackle
the challenges of tomorrow.
Watching them grow and develop
these skills fills me with optimism
for the future they will help create.
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Gloria Qiao, Grade 4 TA & Chinese Teacher

This year, third-grade students in the Chinese native class
explored an inquiry activity named "Wandering in Qingdao
-City Walk."

Strolling through the beautiful coastal city of Qingdao, you
can feel the weight of history and the blend of cultures. The
architecture of Qingdao is a witness to its historical changes,
with each building telling a different story. Starting from
the old town, more than ten German-style buildings were
presented to the students. The red brick walls, gray tiles, and
green roofs gently narrate Qingdao's century-old changes.

Third-grade students gathered at the train station. They
observed the architecture of the train station and compared

it with pictures of the old Qingdao train station. Through this
comparison, they appreciated the Gothic-style southern corner
bell tower and felt the modern atmosphere of the
station.

Walking through the streets of the old city,
surrounded by the colors of green and blue, we
arrived at the old Qingdao municipal government.
The students touched the brick walls full of
historical significance, stepped on the granite steps,
and listened to the stories about the old municipal
government.

The students have gained a deeper understanding
of Qingdao's architecture through this study

tour. At the same time, they also have a deeper
appreciation for the city of Qingdao, where we live.
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CONFLIGT RESOLUTION THROUGH
INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS

Coleton Tillett, Gloria Qiao, William Liu,
Grade 4 Teachers

A group of fourth-grade students embarked on a
transformative educational journey during their first
Unit of Inquiry. Their mission: to understand and apply
International Mindedness and the United Nations'
sustainability goals through the lens of conflict and
resolution. The classroom buzzed with excitement
as they delved into their central idea: "Reaching a
resolution during periods or moments of conflict is
influenced by the actions and reactions of all involved."

The exploration began with an inquiry into the causes
of conflict. Through stories, historical events, and current
global issues, the students identified various triggers
of disputes. They examined how misunderstandings,
competition for resources, and differing beliefs could
escalate into larger conflicts. This inquiry broadened
their understanding of the world and helped them
empathize with those facing conflicts daily.

Next, the young learners tackled conflict resolution and
management strategies. They learned about negotiation,
mediation, and the importance of communication in
resolving disagreements. Role-playing activities allowed
them to practice these skills, stepping into the shoes
of peacemakers. By analyzing successful resolutions in
history and their immediate environment, the students
saw firsthand how positive actions and reactions could
lead to peaceful outcomes.

The lessons on conflict resolution were timely as they
coincided with the UN's International Day of Peace.
The students explored the significance of this global
observance, understanding it as a day dedicated to
strengthening the ideals of peace within and among
all nations and peoples. They reflected on what peace
means to them personally and collectively, creating art,
writing essays, and engaging in discussions about why a
peaceful world is vital.

Another critical line of inquiry was the consequences
of conflict resolution. Students learned that resolving
conflicts peacefully can lead to stronger relationships,

-
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enhanced cooperation, and a more harmonious
community. They also discussed the negative impacts
of unresolved conflicts, such as ongoing violence,
displacement, and social unrest. These discussions tied
back to the UN's sustainability goals, particularly those
focusing on peace, justice, and strong institutions.

By integrating these global concepts into their learning,
the fourth graders developed a deep appreciation for
each individual's role in fostering peace. They understood
that their actions and reactions could contribute to a
more peaceful world. This newfound awareness was not
limited to their classroom; the students were inspired to
bring these principles into their homes, communities,
and beyond.

In celebrating the International Day of Peace, the fourth-
grade class honored the day's essence and internalized
its message. Their journey in understanding conflict and
resolution through International Mindedness and the
UN sustainability goals has planted seeds of peace that
will continue to grow, shaping these young minds into
thoughtful, compassionate global citizens.
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A GLIMPSE INTO PYP
61'S GHINESE GLASS

Judy Li, Grade 5 TA & Chinese Teacher

Education in the PYP lays an important foundation
for students’ growth and learning. Starting from
grade 1, we continue to develop children’s inquiry
and interdisciplinary skills within the IB curriculum.
Chinese is one of the core courses here at QAIS.
We believe that language learning, especially
Chinese language learning, enriches our students
by empowering them, breaking down barriers, and
instilling International Mindedness.

At QAIS, our Chinese class plays a crucial role

in fostering a multicultural mindset and solid
Mandarin language skills. Unlike traditional Chinese
schools that emphasize repetition and practice, we
believe in student voice and choice. Our student-
centered grade 1 Chinese courses are integrated
with the different unit of inquiry (UOI) themes,
designed to meet the needs of our students. This
approach ensures that our students become
culturally aware, lifelong learners, enriched with a
multicultural mindset and solid Mandarin language
skills.

The past theme of the UOI, "How We Express
Ourselves,” was an engaging and thought-
provoking learning experience for the grade

1 students. This unit aimed to create a poster
that showcased students’ understanding of the
unit and expressed their creativity. PMainly the
posters were designed to welcome guests to the
unit celebration. Throughout the unit, students
were actively engaged in activities that allowed
them to explore and understand how words and
images can be used to express ideas, such as a
“poster hunt” on campus and in their community.
After weeks of preparation and learning, our
grade 1 Chinese learners proudly displayed their
posters during the celebration, allowing visitors to
appreciate their hard work and dedication. The
posters included Chinese characters, beautiful
images, and the students' unique self-expression.
The posters not only added a touch of beauty to
the event but also served as an educational tool for
other students and parents to learn more about
the unit of inquiry.

Using units of inquiry in the G1 Chinese class,
the students are guided to take responsibility for
their learning and have a voice in the classroom.
Using students' interests to help guide our
program ensures that students are engaged and
Experience life through knowledge. Under the
influence of QAIS Chinese courses, students can
not only fluently master a language full of beauty
and artistic conception, but also carry the concept
of "Holding a Chinese heart and being a global
citizen", so as to better go out into the world and
enter a more open and inclusive world.
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CORRELATION VS
GCAUSATION:
HACK JOURNALISM

Harry Phillips, MYP Mathematics

Recently, MYP 3 students completed a unit on bivariate data, including
plotting and interpreting scatter graphs, lines of best fit, and R-values.
The unit culminated in an examination of correlation vs causation. This
topic focused on UN SDGC 16: ‘Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions,
specifically the institution of the press. To better understand how this
institution may be undermined, the MYP 3 students wrote tabloid-
style articles. They selected data that appeared to show a connection
between two unrelated phenomena, then connected this data and
politicized or commercialized their solution.

Many interesting and varied phenomena were observed. Two students
suggested a ban on ice cream in Spain to prevent drowning deaths
while simultaneously trying to sell their new range of fridges—the
cold drinks could replace the lost ice cream. Another suggested that
US Democrats were funding the Thai gas industry in an attempt to
summon an alien invasion. Yet another proposed a mass cull of cats to
boost the reliability of our computers.

Despite the satirical nature of the students’ articles, the important life-
long lesson—that data can be manipulated to nefarious ends—was
well learned by the students. Their articles poked fun at this element
of poor journalism and will prepare them for the future with a better
ability to spot and understand intentional or inept misrepresentations
of data.

Cats that knock of vases vs Computers that crashed xeuy wang

Inthe world of pet ownership, there are many

mysteries that confuse cat and compauter fans.

For example, thera is a peculiar relationship
between cats knocking over vases and
computars clashmg Atﬁrst glance, these two
ly but a deep
dive into the data reveals a surprising
caorrelation that has both cat enthusiasts and
tech support scratching their heads,
After surveying 100 households with both cats
and we di a

consistent pattern.
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Problem

Clearly, there is a cat-astrophic problem, As
the number of vases knocked aver by cats
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creases, the number of computer crashes also
rises. This peculiar phenomencn has

d the ity of
professionals, Are these felines secretly cyber
saboteurs, or is there a more accurate
explanation?

and IT

Solutions

Given the absurdity of the problem, it seems
only fitting that the solutions should be equally
whimsical.
1. Cat-puter Training Programs
Woe should take actions by aducating our furry
friends. Introducing " By introducing this
, cats learn the basics of

This il like:
. "Mo Walking on vases 101"
. "Understanding the Importance of
Stability in Household items"
We could patentially reduce the number of
computer crashes caused by these curious
craatures by forcing them to stay away
fromvases.

2. MurperTHEM [ ]

Another innovative solution is to murder all the
cats around the world. Their fate is extinction if
they cannot follow norms and rules related to
household stiquatte. After all the cats
disappeared, there should be no cause further
to computer destructions. WONDERFUL!

DEMOCRACY DAILY oy
THAI ALIENS 75

ATTACK LSA S

DEMOCRATS MIGHT BE RESPONSIBLE

But if you look here, the'
UFD sightings dropped

TRUMP 2024, spread the

MWMW the US hag Mews before thase

lost anothe ally with this major scientific ::"‘9'; ‘haired commies
u:

P ightg o Marpans
mumm.«-u Tratand

ANTI-BROOKLYN DAILY

NO MORE BROOKLYNS

THE BROOKLYNS ARE RESPONSIBLE

Have you noticed
more UFOs
recently? Well, that

just might be P \.'\'m
because of the { : ; |
abundance of w Fvermatis

Brooklyn in this e e
world. Do you have a daughter named Brooklyn? or a
neighbor? of maybe you're married to a Brooklyn. But
either ways, you HAVE TO ELEMINATE THEM. Recent

studies show that the more Brooklyns there are, the
The more UFO

sightings there are s
it’s time to get ready
and delete all the
brooklyns to protect
this world from bein
over taken by evil
outsiders. WE HAVE
TO PROTECT THIS
WORLD!! STOP THE
BROOKLYN

IRIFA AR KiALA

DR. DATA BLANE

Ice cream sales go up but so does death rates
Ban Spanish people from eating Ice creams from March to September! 111NN

Popularnity of w ml name Erocklyn

urFo -.gmlngs e Kentucky

Welcome people to the serious issus that i h Studies show
that the consumption leads to more people drowning in water. As you can see, in the
months from March to Septembar, death rates increase, and so does the amount of ice

cream consumed. =

Monthiin Spain (2018)

This is the graph that | have made to show
b the deaths and i X

", The only good solution to solve this big

© problem is to avoid eating ice cream around

| March, April, May, June, July, August, and
September. | am warning you, Mothers and
Fathers, don't feed your children ice cream in
& the next coming months if you don't want your
child to drown because it is more likely that
they will day instead of fully grown adults.
Anather solution we band the entirety of Spain
from eating ice cream so that there will be less
increase in deaths. These two are the
solutions that | suggest that people need to
listen to if you want to survive the up coming

Discover the Heiron Fridge - Your
Ultimate Juicing Companion

level of with
the Heiron Fridge. Say goodbye to ordinary.
This.

g-edge fridge P

mjmmqmumomx»mn

g Teved of
indulging In ice cream, but with various juices.
Elevate your juicing game and treat yourself to

Fridge.
By:Danita Booshay
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In our third-grade journey, we engaged in a distinctive exploration
during the Immigration Inquiry Unit, delving into the local immigration
dynamics of Qingdao. This unit not only unraveled the historical roots
of immigration but also revealed its profound implications as a social
phenomenon. Immigration, we discovered, transcends mere geographical
relocation:; it is a collision and fusion of cultures. Each immigrant becomes
a bridge, traversing different cultures and carrying the memories of
history, weaving a tapestry of vibrant and diverse immigration stories.

The sharing of personal immigration experiences emerged as a focal point of our
inquiry unit. Through our classmates' narratives, we uncovered the realization that
our class is essentially an international family, with students originating from various
countries and regions. This diverse background allowed us to grasp the vastness of
the world, teeming with a rich tapestry of cultures. Our hearts expanded, becoming |
more inclusive and embracing a multitude of thoughts and perspectives, fostering
an atmosphere of mutual respect.

Throughout the unit, we employed various methods, including watching videos and
reading books, to gain a profound understanding of the lifestyles and customs of
other countries. We felt the unique charm of different cultures, leading us to respect
and comprehend the differences in our daily lives. Simultaneously, we embarked
on a walking tour of Qingdao, immersing ourselves in the local architectural
and regional characteristics. This extension of our international outlook, through
firsthand experiences, provided us with a deeper understanding of the local culture,
contributing to our ongoing efforts to become individuals with a more global
perspective.

"Across Borders, Understanding the World" encapsulates the essence of
our third-grade immigration inquiry unit. Through this process, we not
only enriched our understanding of local immigration phenomena but
also embraced the core values of the IB international outlook. Our hearts
are now more open, our minds more accepting, and our commitment
to global citizenship more profound. As we continue to cultivate our
international awareness, we are confident that these experiences will shape
our future, making it more colorful and full of possibilities.

MINDEDNESS ) 25



RN

e T T S——

1

Mangroves are resilient shrubs and trees that thrive in saltwater
environments, equipped with specialized adaptations to withstand the
dynamic conditions of intertidal zones along marine coasts.
Mangrowce to odporne krzewy i drzewa, ktore doskonale radzg sobie

w srodowiskach stonowodnych, ich specjalne adaptacje umoZzliwiaja

przetrwanie w dynamicznych warunkach stref wodnych wzdtuz
morskich wybrzezy.




INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS AND
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
INDP BIOLOGY

Jakub Grzeszczuk, DP Biology & Sciences HOD

fostering International

the United Nations'

In the DP Biology unit

habitats, linking this

Ranunculus glacialis, an Arctic-
alpine species, thrives in high
mountain regions and is one of
the highest-ascending plants in
the Alps.

ecological challenges.

In this unit, students

Jaskier lodnikowy (Ranunculus
glacialis), gatunek arktyczno-
alpejski, rozwija sie w
wysokogorskich regionach i jest
Jjednym z najwyzej rosnacych
gatunkow roslin w Alpach.

-

Y

BT 6 Vatid s ol

‘Qingdao Amerasia International School

ktadziemy ogromny nacisk na rozwijanie
miedzynarodowej mentalnosci oraz integracje
Celdéw Zréwnowazonego Rozwoju (SDGs) ONZ w
naszej edukacji. W ramach dziatu ,Adaptacja do
srodowiska” w programie biologii DP, uczniowie
zgtebiali, jak organizmy dostosowuja sie do swoich
siedlisk, taczac te wiedze z globalnymi wyzwaniami
ekologicznymi.

Podczas tego dziatu uczniowie badali, jak gatunki
adaptujg sie do réznych czynnikéw abiotycznych,
takich jak temperatura, swiatto, czy dostepnosc

Fennec foxes (Vulpes zerda) are small desert foxes native to
North Africa, with large ears adapted to dissipate heat and
detect prey underground.

Lisy fenek (Vulpes zerda) to mate lisy pustynne z Afryki
Pdtnocnej, posiadajace duze uszy przystosowane do
rozpraszania ciepta i wykrywania zdobyczy pod ziemia.

A Qingdao Amerasia
International School,

Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) are central to
our educational approach.

"Adaptation to Environment,"
students explored how
organisms adapt to their

understanding to global

examined how species
adapt to various abiotic
factors such as temperature,
light, and water availability.

They researched different habitats and deepened
their understanding of species adaptations, gaining
insights into the diversity of life and global ecological
factors. This fostered a sense of global citizenship and
environmental stewardship.

The unit aligned with SDG 13 (Climate Action) and
SDG 15 (Life on Land). Students studied the impact of
climate change on biodiversity and the importance

of conservation efforts. They explored how human
activities like deforestation and pollution affect
species’ survival, emphasizing the need for sustainable
practices. Students discussed the ethical implications
of biodiversity loss and the need for its conservation.
These discussions encouraged critical thinking about
the balance between innovation and sustainability.

Through the "Adaptation to Environment" unit, students
at Qingdao Amerasia International School deepened
their understanding of International Mindedness

Mindedness and integrating and the mentioned Sustainable Development Goals.

By exploring the connections between organism
adaptations and global ecological challenges, they
gained valuable
insights into
becoming more
responsible global
citizens.

Students engaged in
class discussion.

Uczniowie zaangazowani
w dyskusje kla sowa.

MlEI]ZYNAI]I]I]WA_MENTAI.NI]Sﬂ
I GELE ZROWNOWAZONEGO
ROZWOJU (SDGS) W BIOLOGII DP

wody. Analizowali rézne siedliska i zgtebiali adaptacje
gatunkoéw, zdobywajgc w ten sposdb wglad w réznorodnosc
zycia i globalne czynniki ekologiczne. To z kolei rozwijato w
nich poczucie globalnego obywatelstwa i odpowiedzialnosci za
srodowisko.

Dziat byt powigzany z SDG 13 (Dziatania w dziedzinie klimatu)

i SDG 15 (Zycie na ladzie). Uczniowie badali wptyw zmian
klimatycznych na bioréznorodnosc oraz znaczenie dziatan

na rzecz ochrony przyrody. Przeanalizowali, jak dziatalnos¢
cztowieka, taka jak wylesianie i zanieczyszczenia, wptywa na
przetrwanie gatunkéw, podkreslajgc potrzebe zréwnowazonych
praktyk. Dyskutowali nad etycznymi implikacjami utraty
bioréznorodnosci i potrzeba jej ochrony. Te dyskusje zachecaty
do krytycznego myslenia o rownowadze miedzy innowacjami a
zréwnowazonym rozwojem.

Poprzez dziat ,Adaptacja do srodowiska” uczniowie w Qingdao
Amerasia International School potebili swoje zrozumienie
miedzynarodowego myslenia i wspomnianych Celdw
Zréwnowazonego Rozwoju. Dzieki zgtebianiu powigzan
miedzy adaptacjami organizmow a globalnymi wyzwaniami
ekologicznymi, uzyskali cenne wglady, ktére pomogty im stac
sie bardziej odpowiedzialnymi obywatelami swiata.
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THE JOURNEY WITH INTERNATIONAL

MINDEDNESS AND SDGS IN DP CHEMISTRY

Jiajia Li, DP Chemistry

At Amerasia, we've embarked on a journey to integrate
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into
our curriculum, fostering a new generation of global
citizens. This year, | introduced a project-based learning
unit focused on 'Sustainable Cities and Communities'
(SDG 11).

Under my guidance, my DP 1 students took the lead
in an innovative project. This project not only engaged
them in scientific exploration but also extended their
learning to the wider school community. They taught
EC students about the chemistry behind fermentation,
using fruit peels as a medium. This initiative not only
promoted scientific literacy but also highlighted the
importance of sustainability, aligning with SDG 12:
Responsible Consumption and Production.

To deepen our commitment to the SDGs, we invited
a composting expert to guide our students in
transforming kitchen waste into valuable resources. This
hands-on application of waste management principles
brought SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
to life, showing students the tangible impact they can
have on environmental conservation.

Our efforts to cultivate International Mindedness and
integrate the SDGs into our curriculum have been both
challenging and rewarding. The noticeable impacts on
individual students, from enhanced global awareness to
a deeper understanding of their role as global citizens,
have been profoundly gratifying. As we look to the
future, we remain committed to nurturing a generation
of students who will create a more sustainable and
inclusive world.
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NAVIGATING GULTURAL
PRESSURES:

FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS INMYP 2/3
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Jessica Tsuchiya, Language Acquisition, Personal Project Coordinator

In onze MYP 2/3 Engels B klas zijn studenten voortdurend op zoek
naar manieren om betrokken te raken bij betekenisvolle discussies
die verder gaan dan traditionele academische onderwerpen.

Onze recente studie-eenheid, getiteld "Onder Druk!", bood een
platform voor studenten om diep in te gaan op de complexiteiten
van culturele verwachtingen, sociale dynamiek en persoonlijke
identiteit, terwijl ze tegelijkertijd een gevoel van wereldburgerschap
bevorderen. Gedurende deze eenheid hebben studenten een
uitgebreide verkenning gemaakt van verschillende drukken,
waaronder culturele normen, vriendschappen en datingdynamiek.
Deze discussies boden waardevolle kansen voor studenten om te
reflecteren op hun eigen ervaringen en diverse perspectieven van
over de hele wereld te overwegen.

Een bijzonder verlichtend aspect van deze eenheid was de

analyse van mode-druk. Erkennend de significante invloed van
modetrends op het gedrag en zelfperceptie van studenten, hebben
we onze studenten uitgedaagd om dieper in dit onderwerp te
duiken. Als onderdeel van hun verkenning kregen studenten de
opdracht om PechaKucha-presentaties te maken - een innovatief
presentatieformaat dat beknopte maar impactvolle communicatie
aanmoedigt. Door deze oefening hebben studenten hun
communicatievaardigheden aangescherpt en geleerd complexe
ideeén effectief te articuleren. Door de maatschappelijke invloeden
op mode kritisch te analyseren en de kracht van individuele
expressie te onderzoeken, hebben studenten waardevolle inzichten
verkregen in het belang van authenticiteit en zelfvertrouwen.
Bovendien ontwikkelden ze een dieper respect voor de rol van

mode als een vorm van culturele expressie en persoonlijke identiteit.

Als docenten is het doel niet alleen om studenten te voorzien

van academische kennis, maar ook om hun persoonlijke groei en
wereldwijde bewustzijn te koesteren. Door studenten de kans te
geven om verschillende druk in een ondersteunende omgeving te
verkennen en bespreken, willen we empathie, openheid en respect
voor culturele diversiteit bevorderen. Terwijl we onze reis naar het
bevorderen van internationale gerichtheid voortzetten, laten we
ons inzetten voor het creéren van inclusieve leeromgevingen waar
studenten zich empowered voelen om zichzelf authentiek uit te
drukken en hun unieke identiteiten te omarmen.

In our MYP 2/3 Language Acquisition
classroom, students are constantly exploring
ways to engage in meaningful discussions
that go beyond traditional academic
subjects. Our recent unit, titled "Under
Pressure!", provided a platform for students
to delve into the complexities of cultural
expectations, social dynamics, and personal
identity, all while fostering a sense of global
citizenship. Throughout this unit, students
engaged in a comprehensive exploration of
various pressures, including cultural norms,
friendships, and dating. These discussions
provided valuable opportunities for students
to reflect on their own experiences and
consider diverse perspectives from around
the world.

One particularly enlightening aspect of
this unit was the examination of fashion
pressure. Recognizing the significant
influence of fashion trends on student
behavior and self-perception, we
challenged our students to delve deeper
into this topic. As part of their exploration,
students were tasked with creating
PechaKucha presentations—an innovative
presentation format that encourages
concise yet impactful communication.
Through this exercise, students honed

their communication skills and learned

to articulate complex ideas effectively.
Students gained valuable insights into

the importance of authenticity and self-
confidence by critically analyzing the
societal influences on fashion and exploring
the power of individual expression.
Furthermore, they developed a deeper
appreciation for the role of fashion as a form
of cultural expression and personal identity.

As educators in MYP 2/3 Language
Acquisition, our goal is to equip students
with academic knowledge and nurture
their personal growth and global awareness.
By providing opportunities for students to
explore and discuss various pressures in a
supportive environment, we aim to cultivate
empathy, open-mindedness, and respect
for cultural diversity. As we continue our
journey towards fostering International
Mindedness, let us remain committed to
creating inclusive learning environments
where students feel empowered to express
themselves authentically and embrace their
unique identities.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND US IN THE WORLD?

Jinyeong Kang, MYP Korean Language & Korean College Counselor

"I want to build a school there." These were the words
of a student during the first unit of MYP 1 this year,
where they learned about the UN's 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

In their Korean Language and Literature class, students
examined the UN SDGs together, and then each
chose one to explore in depth. They were tasked with
providing detailed information to raise awareness and
encourage more people to help solve these issues.
Through this process, they became aware of the harsh
or dangerous conditions many people face due to
conflicts and misunderstandings. This led to passionate
discussions about solutions, igniting their interest
in global and local events and making them more
engaged and interested in the world around them. :
Moreover, they proposed creative solutions of their own e i ) s e
and shared various actions we can take responsibility

for right now. Finally, they concluded the process
by creating PowerPoint presentations to showcase
their findings. This initiative enriched their language
education journey, deepened their understanding of
global challenges, and laid a crucial foundation for
preparing them to embrace the responsibilities and
roles of global citizens.
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International Baccalaureate (IB) programs are about
embracing different cultures and helping everyone
feel included. Qingdao Amerasia International School
wants students to not just know about the world but
really understand and appreciate all the different ways
people live and think. Because of the differences, both
in our school and outside the walls, differentiation and
inclusion practices are essential to the learning and
school culture at QAIS.

At Amerasia, learning is purposefully structured to
help each student learn in the way that works best
for them. This is called differentiated instruction. It
means teachers find different ways to teach and
support students based on their needs and strengths.
For example, if someone learns better through hands-
on activities, they might have more opportunities to
engage in learning that way. Perhaps a student is great
at writing but struggles with math, then extra help is
provided.

Another strong example is differentiated work time in
elementary school. Students across the grade levels
gather in small groups to learn literacy skills at levels
that are just right for their growth. These purposeful

INGLUSION AND
DIFFERENTIATION:
ESSENTIAL
INGREDIENTS OF
INTERNATIONAL

Kathy Scales, Learning Support Coordinator

practices lead to International Mindedness as we care
and learn to understand each other at school and in
our community. Amerasia is preparing students to be
citizens of the world, ready to tackle challenges that
come their way by working alongside others.

In an IB classroom at Amerasia, it's not just about
getting good grades. It's about feeling like you belong
and that your voice matters. No matter where our
students and staff are from or what their strengths and
challenges are, the vision, mission, and values at QAIS
support development academically, socially, emotionally,
physically, and spiritually. Our school is a place where
everyone is welcomed, supported, and encouraged
toward growth.

By uniquely blending inclusion and differentiated
instruction as essential ingredients of International
Mindedness approaches, Amerasia |IB programs are
creating a space where students can learn, grow, and
become the best versions of themselves. The practices of
differentiation, inclusion, and International Mindedness
are shaping future world citizens who value diversity,
fairness, and making the world a better place for
everyone.

'Differentiated
Work Time" small group with a common goal of developing literacy

skills

T
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INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS IN
LAVENDER COTTAGE

Bogdan Sydoruk, Krystal Liu, Lucy Qu,

Lavender Cottage Early Childhood Teachers

In Lavender Cottage, fostering International Mindedness
among our children is a fundamental aspect of our
educational philosophy. Recently, our young learners
embarked on an inquiry about the solar system, focusing on
Earth's rotation and its various cycles, such as life cycles, the
change of seasons, weather patterns, and the water cycle. This
exploration was not just a scientific endeavor but a journey
toward a broader understanding of our shared responsibilities
on this planet.

The children were particularly intrigued by the water cycle.

Using their research skills, they closely observed the process precipitation. This understanding spurred them to
of evaporation, conducted experiments, and engaged in action. Recognizing the importance of preserving
discussions that led to profound conclusions about the this precious resource, the children adopted
necessity of water conservation. They discovered that water,a  Practices to save water, ensuring it was not wasted
vital resource, is not infinite and must be protected globally. in their daily activities. They extended their learning
beyond the classroom by sharing their insights
Their investigations revealed that water constantly moves during one of our unit celebrations, emphasizing
through a cycle of evaporation, condensation, and the importance of keeping water clean and

safeguarding it for future generations.

This initiative demonstrated a remarkable level of
International Mindedness among our students. They
have taken meaningful steps toward environmental
stewardship by understanding that we all share
one planet and acknowledging our collective
responsibility to care for it. The children of Lavender
Cottage have shown that they are aware of the
world's interconnections and are proactive in
making a positive impact.

We are immensely proud to see our young learners
develop a profound understanding of global issues.
Their journey through the inquiry of the solar system
and the water cycle has enriched their knowledge
and instilled in them a sense of duty to protect our
Earth. This is a testament to the power of education
in nurturing globally conscious citizens.
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In EC Lotus Cottage, our students
embarked on an enriching journey

this year through the International l NTE RN ATl n NAL
Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum, delving into
units of inquiry that fostered International M l N n E n N E s s l N A ch n N =
Mindedness and holistic development. -

Our explorations ranged from community
dynamics to storytelling across cultures

and the intricate cycles of our planet.

Qur vibrant learning experience on 'Spaces'

had students creatively constructing 'Lotus

City' using recycled materials, culminating Lili Morales. Serene Du, Mia Xiao

Ina c;omprehenswe map- Th.'s hands-on Lotus Cottage Early Childhood Teachers
activity enhanced their spatial awareness,

understanding of community roles, and
shared responsibilities in communal
spaces. As we explored outdoor and indoor

learning environments on our Baishan nature walks, students collected data and became aware of the effects
campus, students displayed a sense of of pollution through storytelling, deepening their understanding of the
belonging and understanding of their interconnectedness of natural habitats and human impact.

place in the community. This underscored

the importance of adaptability and This year at EC Lotus Cottage has been one of discovery, diversity, and
becoming familiar with community unity. Our students have blossomed into mindful individuals, eager to

helpers, appreciating the different roles of ~l€arn and contribute to their world. They practiced respect and kindness,
people in our community, and promoting from interrupting politely to sharing snacks and helping peers complete

diversity and inclusion. projects. These activities aligned with our IB curriculum, building a
strong sense of International Mindedness and appreciating the unique
We immersed ourselves in the diverse qualities each member brings to our community. Our lessons on Crace

ways humans share stories, from ancient and Courtesy, conflict resolution, and Peace Education were seamlessly
cave paintings to modern films. Students  integrated into each unit of inquiry, paving the way for students to
engaged in role-playing Native American  continue to foster an inclusive environment. Our young students are
songs, creating marks in "caves," and prepared to embrace their roles as global citizens with love, respect, and
dramatizing well-known fairy tales. understanding.

This exploration extended to painting,

writing, storytelling, dancing, and filming, We are proud of their grpwth and look forward to the continued journey
fostering connections between different of learning and exploration next year!

cultures and sensory experiences. At the
end of our inquiry, the EC cottages came
together as older students from each

class demonstrated leadership by creating
original stories and collaborating on group
projects, showcasing their growth in
creativity and agency.

Our inquiry into Earth's cycles began

with understanding the seasons through
role-playing the Earth's orbit around the
sun. Students observed and recorded

the growth of plants, learning the
essential needs of living things. Earth Day
celebrations included activities focused on
environmental protection, emphasizing
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MENTALIDAD
INTERNAGIONAL EN
AGCION: UN AND DE
DESCUBRIMIENTOS EN
EC LOTUS GCOTTAGE

En EC Lotus Cottage, nuestros estudiantes se embarcaron
en un enriquecedor viaje este ano a través del curriculo del
Bachillerato Internacional (IB), profundizando en unidades
educativas que fomentaron la mentalidad internacional y el
desarrollo holistico. Nuestras exploraciones abarcaron desde
la dinamica comunitaria hasta la narracion de historias
compartidas a través de diferentes culturas, terminando en
la adquisicion de conocimiento sobre los ciclos de nuestro
planeta.

Nuestra vibrante experiencia de aprendizaje sobre
‘Espacios’ permitié a los estudiantes construir su propia
'Ciudad Lotus' usando materiales reciclados, culminando
en un mapa comprensivo. Esta actividad practica mejoré
la conciencia espacial, ayudd a la comprensiéon de los
roles comunitarios y las responsabilidades compartidas
en los espacios comunales. Los estudiantes exploraron
los entornos de nuestro campus de Baishan al aire libre e
interiores, creando un sentido de pertenencia y subrayando
la importancia de la adaptabilidad. Se familiarizaron con
distintas profesiones y apreciaron los diferentes roles de los
trabajadores, promoviendo asi la inclusion y diversidad.

Nos sumergimos en las diversas maneras en que los
humanos compartimos historias, desde pinturas rupestres
hasta peliculas modernas. Los estudiantes participaron
en la representacidon de canciones nativo-americanas
y dramatizando historias de ficcion populares. Esta
exploracion se extendid a la pintura, la escritura, la narracion,
el baile y la filmacién, fomentando conexiones entre
diferentes culturas y experiencias sensoriales al compartir
historias. Al final de nuestra indagacion, las clases de EC se
unieron mientras los estudiantes de cada clase demostraron
liderazgo creando historias originales y colaborando en
proyectos, mostrando su autonomia y creatividad.

Nuestra indagacidn sobre los ciclos de la Tierra
comenzd con la comprensidon de las estaciones
mediante la representacion de la érbita de nuestro
planeta alrededor del sol. Los estudiantes observaron y
registraron el crecimiento de las plantas, aprendiendo
las necesidades esenciales de los seres vivos.
Las celebraciones del Dia de la Tierra incluyeron
actividades centradas en la proteccién ambiental,
enfatizando nuestra responsabilidad hacia la naturaleza.
Enriquecimos el tiempo al aire libre con actividades
fuera de nuestro campus y motivamos a los estudiantes
a observar y recolectar datos sobre el clima, el cuidado
de plantas y nuestras mascotas. Los ninos tomaron
conciencia de los efectos de la contaminacion,
profundizando en la comprensidon de la interconexion
del impacto humano en los habitats naturales.

Este ano en EC Lotus Cottage ha sido uno de
descubrimiento, diversidad y unidad. Nuestros
estudiantes han florecido en individuos conscientes,
deseosos de aprender y contribuir a su mundo. Los
estudiantes practicaron el respeto y la amabilidad,
desde aprender como interrumpir cortésmente hasta
compartir una comida y ayudar a sus companeros a
completar proyectos del curriculo IB, contribuyendo
a una mentalidad internacional y apreciando las
cualidades unicas que cada miembro aporta a nuestra
comunidad. Nuestras lecciones sobre gracia y cortesia,
resolucion de conflictos y educacion para la paz se
integraron naturalmente en cada unidad, allanando el
camino para que los estudiantes continlen fomentando
un ambiente inclusivo. Nuestros estudiantes estan
preparados para asumir sus roles como ciudadanos
globales con amor, respeto y comprension.

Estamos orgullosos de su crecimiento y esperamos con
ansias el continuo viaje de aprendizaje y exploracion el
préximo ano.
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WEEK WALLS

WITH AN INTERNATIONAL TWIST

Lwazi Zakumba, DP Coordinator

It had been over three years since the last
time we embarked on an international
trip with our students, and the Week
Without Walls DP trip last traveled
internationally in 2019 before the
dreaded Covid-19 made any thought of
international travel out of the question.
For three years, our students did what
they could within the borders of China.
While we felt safe and protected by the
measures placed by the authorities, even
with the multitude of daily and weekly
Covid tests, the lack of traveling limited
our growth as a community in a number
of ways.

Many could ask, ‘What is the benefit of doing an

international trip for Week Without Walls? By our school'’s
definition of International Mindedness—multilingualism,
intercultural understanding, and global engagement—
international trips, especially Week Without Walls, offer
our students an opportunity to grow in these three areas.

The DP group traveled to Vietham, spending two nights
in Hanoi and three nights in a small village called Mai
Chau. On our way there, we spent a lot of time learning
basic phrases like greetings, please, and thank you, as
well as basic introductions. The moment we landed, the
students immediately put their newly learned language
skills to use as they communicated with locals at the
hotel and the shopping area.

The highlight of the trip was our service component
in the small village of Mai Chau, a four-hour drive from
Hanoi. It was here that we began to understand the
differences in our general shared culture with those of
the small village we visited. For our service, we helped
build a road between the small village and a town so that
the locals of the village could easily trade and transport
their goods to the town. The ultimate lesson, though,
was not the language nor the understanding of this new
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culture but how our local guide had used his influence
and experience as a tour guide to help uplift another
community by selling their wares in the city of Hanoi. This
story truly impacted all of us, teachers and students alike,
as we learned how this tour guide approached women
from small villages with the heart to help them sell their
items to tourists like us and the many millions of tourists
that visit Hanoi.

By the end of the trip, we had all learned a few phrases
of a new language, fell in love with some local food,
and interacted with the local community in a way that
was enriching to us and to them. Ultimately, it grew our
thinking as a group.




ENVIRONMENTALISM IN MAGNOLIA

Consuelo Ravago, Kandice Jeffers, Shabina Bastiansz, and Daisy Yang
Magnolia Cottage (Grades 1-3) Teachers
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In Magnolia Cottage, we started the
year by looking at the big picture.
Our students dove into our theme of
“Sharing the Planet” enthusiastically
and determined, each grade focusing
on a different aspect of environmental
stewardship. Their conceptual
understanding reached far beyond
the confines of the classroom, delving
into topics like melting ice caps,
overflowing garbage dumps, and the
plight of endangered species.

First graders explored the importance
of water, learning about its role in
sustaining life and the need to keep
it clean. Third graders examined
the impact humans have on the
environment and what happens
when we don’'t do anything to protect
our most vulnerable creatures,
leading to extinction. They grappled
with tough questions about our
responsibility to both the planet and
its many inhabitants, emerging with a
commitment to make a difference.

Meanwhile, our second graders
decided to take action here at home.
They learned about the process of
composting and the responsible use

of food waste. Students began
collecting waste in hopes of
creating compost for the Early
Childhood classrooms’ Montessori
Garden. They were each eager
to make a tangible difference
in their own community. Real
sustainability is rarely quick, but
students enjoyed every step along
the way! It began a familiar refrain
in Magnolia—"Can we go check the
compost?”

Finally, it came time to share what we learned during the year’s first Unit
Celebration. Our inquiry had significantly impacted the students, and they
were hopeful that sharing what they learned would also inspire their families.
They told the story of a beautiful wilderness destroyed by humans but
reminded us that we all have the chance to make things right. As their song
said, we can ‘save our water and improve our world daily.
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INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS
WITH VISUAL ART

Meishan Hutchison, Lower School Art

In Amerasia's Lower School art
classes, we emphasize International
Mindedness through holistic learning
by integrating various subjects to

foster a comprehensive understanding

of the world. For example, Grade 3
students delved into poetry from
diverse cultures through visual
mediums and Grade 5 students
study the impact of colonization on
art across different regions, creating
personal map projects that express
historical influences from a global
perspective. These interdisciplinary
activities deepen students'
understanding and encourage critical
thinking, connecting concepts to
real-world applications and fostering
an appreciation for diverse cultural
contexts.

We prioritize artistic ownership

and lifelong learning by offering
open-ended art projects that allow
students to explore their interests
and passions. By providing choices
in their artistic pursuits, students
develop a sense of responsibility for
their learning, fostering a lifelong
love of art. This approach encourages
them to embrace challenges, seek
feedback, and continuously improve
their skills, preparing them to adapt
and thrive in an ever-changing world.
Our commitment to incorporating
the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) into our
curriculum is evident in projects

| o

impacts on individual students, who
develop a deeper understanding of
their role in the global community
and a heightened sense of
empathy and responsibility. These
experiences encourage students

to see themselves as active
contributors to their communities
and the wider world.

that address global issues, such

as environmental concerns. For
example, our young artists create
artworks that raise awareness
about sustainability and recycles art
materials to recreate art that fosters
a sense of global responsibility.

Our art program also promotes
global citizenship and International
Mindedness by exposing students
to diverse art forms and cultural
traditions. Students gain an
appreciation for diverse perspectives
by studying art history and
multicultural artworks. Projects

like Grade 3's exploration of Jacob
Lawrence's "Migration Series" and
Grade 5's collaborative artworks

on shared values help students
understand and appreciate their
cultural backgrounds. Additionally,
students engage in global dialogues
by addressing global issues through
art. We have observed noticeable




BUILDING MUSIC:

FROM THE GROUND TO DUR EARS

Michael Sobolak, PYP/MYP Band Teacher

The Maker Movement has been | did not initiate this marimba
around for a few decades but building project; it was a

only came into prominence project that had been started
recently. Maker classrooms are previously but was left for a
often equipped with 3D printers, future generation of musician-

soldering irons, laser cutters, CNC engineers to bring into the
machines, and of course, hammers. QAIS community. Through

These are spaces for innovation, the research into materials,
experimentation, and creativity, blueprints, dimensions, and
and in the case of this music utility, | became very aware
teacher - MARIMBAS! of the journey each piece of

the project had been on to be
together in the Dream Lab as
part of this project. Two huge
beams of maple and cherry
wood grew for decades in a
forest with more years on this
earth than me. The rosewood
came to Qingdao from a jungle
in Africa. The more time | spent
with the materials, the more
driven | was to make the most
of their qualities and give them
another life as a beautiful tool
of music and expression for
years to come.

At risk of being a “hoarder,” | saved all

the scrap pieces, no matter how oblong,
short, or oddly shaped. Much like a room
full of monkeys with typewriters would,
mathematically speaking, produce a work of
Shakespeare, if | waited long enough, there
would be a use for each would-be-scrapped
piece of wood. While many scraps still await
their final use, many pieces ended up in
student projects as the perfect fit for an odd
space, finishing touch, or extra support.

The wood continues its journey now, in

the music rooms, on stage, and in practice
rooms, reminding us of the many ways our
earth supports life, love, learning, and growth.
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INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS AND SOCIAL

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Nick Cross, DP Economics, MYP Humanities, PD Coordinator

International Mindedness encompasses the vital
components of multilingualism, intercultural
understanding, and service. While all three areas support
the young economist in contextualizing economics

and the responsibilities of a global citizen, service has
recently played a particularly important role in the local
economy and the national economy.

With the global economy rebounding from the
Covid-19 pandemic, the role of the social entrepreneur—
an individual who combines entrepreneurship with a
strong social mission—has become increasingly relevant.
They create innovative business models to address social
and environmental challenges, striving to positively
impact society while ensuring financial sustainability.
Take, for example, the increase in prominence of

food banks that battle food insecurity or those that
foster community connection in their endeavors to
provide support systems for isolated individuals. Social
entrepreneurs leverage their creativity and compassion
to address the physical and emotional well-being of

winenness Y 10

individuals and combat the detrimental effects on
society and, importantly, the local economy. Creating
community cohesiveness boosts consumer confidence, a
hugely important factor in the success of any economy.

From a more traditional economic perspective,

the approach of social entrepreneurs supports the
development of human capital, a crucial aspect of

any economy: its productivity and efficiency. It also
ensures that incomes remain stable, helping low-
income households attain minimal living standards and
enabling businesses to receive spending on goods and
services. Thus, the traditional circular flow of income
works effectively to support the success of the national
economy.

From the perspective of the young economist, it is
doubly important to recognize the role that social
entrepreneurs play in both the local and national
economies.




EMBRACING INTERNATIONAL- g -
MINDEDNESS THROUGH ROUND SQUARE:
e ®

A JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY AT
KEYSTONE AGADEMY BELJING

Ryan Kalb, DP English and DP TOK, TOK HOD, Humanities HOD

Recently, a group of MYP 3 to

DP 1 students from Amerasia
embarked on a transformative
three-day camping trip at Keystone
Academy Beijing to delve into the
essence of Round Square. This
global organization epitomizes

the values of Internationalism,
Democracy, Environmentalism,
Adventure, Leadership, and Service.
This immersive experience not only
provided an opportunity to witness
Round Square principles in action
but also served as a catalyst for
exploring International Mindedness
within the school community.

The visit to Keystone Academy was
a stepping stone in Amerasia's
endeavor to join the prestigious
network of Round Square schools.
Throughout the stay, the students

were exposed to a myriad of activities

and engagements that showcased
how Keystone seamlessly integrates
the IDEALS of Round Square into its
educational ethos.

Chris Cartwright, the Director of
Experiential Education at Keystone,
the QAIS students delved into

a workshop where they actively
participated in discussions with
Keystone students, gaining insight
into the practical application of
Round Square principles within

the school environment. This
interactive session was followed by
an enlightening executive meeting
where leaders of various IDEALS
groups shared their ongoing projects
and future aspirations, highlighting
the significant impact of these values
on fostering a holistic educational
experience.

The cross-cultural exchange

reached its pinnacle as the QAIS
students shadowed their Keystone
counterparts in MYP and DP classes,
immersing themselves in a blend of
familiar and unfamiliar educational
practices. The day unfolded with
enriching experiences, such as
witnessing a captivating theatre
production and engaging in
recreational activities like mahjong,
pool, volleyball, and basketball. These
served as a testament to the cultural
diversity and educational vibrancy
embedded within the Round Square
framework.

Saturday saw the culmination of

the cultural exchange with spirited
sports competitions, fostering a
strong sense of camaraderie through

games like volleyball, ultimate frisbee,

basketball, and archery. The evening
was marked by shared moments of
joy and bonding over a Korean BBQ
feast at Shine Hills outdoor mall,
accentuating the beauty of cultural
exchange and shared experiences,
and reinforcing the sense of
belonging within the Round Square
community.

As the Amerasia students bid farewell
to Keystone Academy on Sunday,
they carried with them not only
memories of a transformative journey
but also a renewed commitment to
incorporating Round Square values
into their own school community.
The words of Mr. Cartwright resonate
deeply: "We don't do Round Square,
we ARE Round Square." This
sentiment encapsulates the essence
of International Mindedness and

the collective aspiration to foster a
global perspective within educational
settings.

The expedition to Keystone Academy
Beijing was not just a mere camping
trip but a profound exploration

of International Mindedness and

the power of experiential learning

in shaping well-rounded global
citizens. It stands as a testament to
the transformative impact of cultural
immersion and collaboration in
fostering a community driven by the
ideologies of Round Square.
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International Mindedness is about recognizing our
common humanity, regardless of where we come from.
In today's world, nothing greater must bind us closer
together as a human race than the fight to save our
planet. It's not the activity of the bad but the inactivity of
the good worsening the environment around us. More
than ever before, it has become evident how quickly the
conditions on Earth have changed, unfortunately not
for the better. Natural disasters have increased year by
year throughout the world. If urgent interventions are
not made now, it may be too late to stop these natural
disasters' effects on humans and other life forms. In
the IBDP ESS class, students are made aware of the
problems at hand today through case studies, news
articles, vlogs, travelogues, and personal experiences. The
first step of being change-makers starts within us, and
that's what we are learning day by day as individuals.
We all need to lead by example by acting at local levels
and trying to get others involved to make it a global
movement.

Climate change is a global crisis, but it's also one that
can be addressed through small, everyday actions. Minor

GLIMATE WARRIDRS:
SMALL CHANGES CAN
GOALONG WAY IN
REDUGING THE IMPACT
OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Sandeep Thakur, MYP Sciences & DP ESS

INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS

» 1

lifestyle adjustments can make a significant difference
in reducing our carbon footprint and mitigating the
effects of climate change. We can all practice these
at home and take on the responsibility of spreading
awareness among our family and friends. Switching
to energy-efficient appliances and light bulbs can cut
down on electricity usage. Simple gestures like turning
off lights when not in use and unplugging electronics
can also save energy. Reducing car use and opting for
public transport, cycling, or walking not only lowers
carbon emissions but also promotes a healthier lifestyle.
Carpooling and using electric or hybrid vehicles when
necessary are other effective ways to reduce our carbon
footprint.

Being conscious of what we buy can have a profound
impact. Choosing products with less packaging,
supporting local and organic farming, and reducing
meat consumption can lower our carbon footprint. The
production of meat, particularly beef, is a significant

source of greenhouse gases.
Using water wisely is crucial,
as it saves energy in treating
and pumping water. Simple
actions like fixing leaks,
taking shorter showers, and
using a broom instead of a
hose to clean outdoor spaces
can conserve water. Cutting
down on single-use plastics,
composting food waste, and
recycling paper, glass, and
aluminum can significantly

decrease the amount of waste in landfills, which are
significant sources of methane, a potent greenhouse gas.
Participating in community initiatives like tree planting,
clean-up drives, and local sustainability projects can
create a ripple effect, inspiring others to join the fight
against climate change.

While individual actions may seem small, they are not
insignificant. When multiplied by millions of people, they
can lead to substantial change. It's about starting with
what you can do and inspiring others to join in. Every bit
counts in the battle against climate change, and each of
us has the power to make a difference.



In this era of cultural diversity, my students have

EMBARKINE uN A jn“RNEv embarked on a fascinating adventure, assuming the

roles of explorers from various countries worldwide.

. They are not merely seeking answers in the river of

THR““GH TIME AN" SPABE. history but are actively participating by portraying
d

ifferent historical figures, crafting informative name

lE”lrl”E l”r[””ﬂrl””ﬂ[ cards showcasing their contributions, and narrating
whimsical tales. These anecdotes range from portraying

I Zhang Qian as the pioneer of online shopping to

Ml””[””ESS l” ST”HENTS exploring whether Marco Polo indeed visited China

and delving into the encounter between Lewis and
”lsrﬂﬂlﬂﬂl ”ﬂ”ﬂ”rl”[g Clark. These extraordinary stories have captivated both

the audience and the students, fostering a profound

interest in these explorers and a fervent desire to delve
Stella Zhao,

" . deeper into their tales. Some students even shared
PYP Chinese A, DP Chinese Language B, personal narratives as the explorers they portrayed.
Language Acquisition HOD

BN STIEN BNFENABFEIRERAHENT A5 20 educaton | Ind tni interdlscipinary unit on
N I=0 P = N - 4% ==

%g;g;gggﬁgﬂ%ﬂ:gj%z;fgigg'ﬂ;gzéiégzﬁg enriching. The creation of name cards. serves as a briIIianlt
T)EJT;EE}\%E’\J%’:ETE J:Eiﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ“%ib %&ﬁﬁ&@?iﬂﬁﬂ]ﬁjﬁiﬁ’\]ﬂ medllum.for students to present their chpsep explorer's
o IR ° T ° contributions. Each card unfolds as a captivating chapter
b, BEHRTZENMMERERRER, URSARAERIIEE . in the historical journey, encapsulating the achievements

and explorations of these remarkable individuals. Through
Bk, FHEIMALZFNEE, BB 2 ENRRERNEIBIIEMN these name cards, the audience is transported through
BRE, BRBFEE—AITHANAER, IEREXURKEBEE time and space, witnessing the interconnectedness of
RIRRR AN RAVIRER . MATBEILX LR Fr, (hfhs B Atk different cultures. This presentation pays homage to the
B, BERRSAENRRNESIE ., XRENE TR E R E explorers and also underscores the importance of global

W, BRNERASRRNHE, WRELRLEREEEE o Shonion and undersianding echoing the spit of our

3,
ﬁi& Hj‘ﬁ H(J;ﬁ m,t\ The incorporation of whimsical tales adds an element
of humor and imagination to this adventure. For
* —_— Fxy 3 instance, depicting Zhang Qian as the pioneer of online
;%aa@ BIT"H 'I‘*_E;?H(J shopping injects creativity into portraying historical
figures, making them more relatable and entertaining.
SR The audience's laughter becomes a gateway to more
’7] Eﬁlﬂ profound reflections, revealing that history can be

informative and amusing. Simultaneously, exploring
historical mysteries, such as whether Marco Polo
AR ENEE T 2 X7 IR E SR TBkIESR ), tkin, indeed visited China and the friendship between Lewis
KERHRBOEE, XAFFLENOBILAE ApZiaEmszy) 29 Clark sparks @ curiesity In students to duestion
A7 4 2 th S O\ B N = istorical truths and cultivates their critical thinking
A, ?Aﬁmﬁip f*)\'“\%’ EEE%;EEIL/&MBR,,@? EET; skills. As presented by these narratives, history is a
NFEHREREENTIEHE, XI5 IR B AR tapestry of possibilities and enigmas.
W, AR TZENNEEBNBRRE, BT AT HEH B
ﬁ"]ﬁﬁo PRSEFAE—RMAZERER, MEFRHT SMAEENREZ The personal narratives shared by students as the
o explorers they portrayed elevate this activity to a new level.

. R o s s - _ = By immersing themselves in the first-person perspective,
FRFINEERE, AEFERFHARE CIENRRENBEREE . students integrate into the historical context, becoming

Hep, —UZ2HERANEETMLL - FE=0EE, BEE— AP an integral part of the explorers' stories. This experiential
A, KECRANENEERESR . XFERREFRRERAUIZEFIIFHIE learning not only enhances their understanding
REFSEARNRLE R, HiEaE T MIINERLFIIERFRIAGES . of historical events but also nurtures empathy and

XHMESZANMENZ, WL2EIRMUNEFERMEE, B2 international awareness. Each personal narrative becomes
SHIDIEE . a captivating exploration of history, allowing students to

feel the enchantment of time travel and the personal
TERZIT, BREBXHEFRNFLREIRE, RMUVR—RAIRE connection to the past.
ZiE, EERNEFMERFIAKITRIER , §— A4 NE—RE . ) ) )
2, BEZEFLNRERS, XHNERLINE, S8s2EiE 8 "On this special occasion, | extend heartfelt wishes to
ARER, BRNBHASSRERNAR, X MEFMNZ], 7 [ studentst Over the past year, you have not only

N % 9 4 o b o\ . begun to understand and appreciate the rich tapestry
B RIEA BRI FENRESREIMHRENER KT EL, BEMER of history but also to embody the spirit of the explorers

AR, AR ERRRRS SRR you have studied. Your journey through time and space

NN N T _ . . has only just begun, and | am immensel roud of
URIERSXHEMARRE, BERERIRRIRER, 3 5 0 rements you have rade. | look
E:‘%EE?&{|]E{JEE§%° E{Zﬁ\ﬁ?ﬁfﬂﬁg'&ﬂq*%! %ﬁ/‘ji—i'— forward to seeing where your curiosity and creativity
#EERMARIR, BECMAINRAKESE, FERETECHEMYE will take you next.”
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MAN IN THE MIRROR -

PEAGE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS

Steven A. Wekesa, DP Film; MYP Media Studies; Arts HOD

Kecak Theatre's imagery. They read plays about political
struggles, like "The Island" by Athol Fugard, which
discusses apartheid and political prisoners. They also
read the classic "Antigone" and related the cultural
context to the socio-political issues of the day. They

saw how these art forms, despite their geographical
roots, tackle universal matters like politics and religious
intolerance. DP Film students also navigated the
unbridled waters of filmm movements and theories,
watching "The Conformist" (1976), a film about fascism
in Italy under dictator Benito Mussolini, "West Side
Story" (2021), which captures the Puerto Rican struggles
in the US, and "Parasite" (2019), which addresses
classism and societal injustices. Though diverse in origin,
the films united them in a shared understanding of
how art reflects and critiques societal issues.

"Why did Michael Jackson sing 'Man in the Mirror'?"
This iconic song became an anthem in our MYP

Media classroom, inspiring many of the experiences
we had while exploring how media can influence
change in society, aligning with UN SDG 16: Peace,
Justice, and Strong Institutions. Indeed, the media,

as an institution, is a powerful influencer of how the
world relates, fostering peace and understanding
among communities. The students researched art
movements and how they demonstrated the world's
interconnectedness. The music videos we watched

as part of our inquiry into the first unit centered on
peace and justice, including "Where is the Love" by the
Black Eyed Peas. Students learned to decode the world
through the lens of media, realizing the universality of
stories and struggles.

They reflected on their understanding of International
Mindedness and SDG 16. Most of them were amazed at
how dynamic the arts are in remaining a relevant tool
for societal awakening. They saw themselves as part of
a larger, interconnected global narrative. Inspired by
Michael Jackson's call to action, they understood that
true change begins with looking at the person in the
mirror.

In DP Theatre, students took a global tour through
World Theatre Traditions, from Noh theatre's disciplined
elegance to Kathakali's vibrant expressiveness and

e “THE CONFORMIST™ ﬁ_
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Welcome to Sunflower Cottage,
where every day is an adventure in
learning and embracing the world
around us! As educators in the
Primary Years Programme (PYP) of
the International Baccalaureate (IB),
we are dedicated to nurturing young
minds that are not only academically
proficient but also culturally sensitive
and globally minded.

In Sunflower Cottage, we believe

in the power of diversity and the
importance of fostering a deep
understanding of different cultures
and perspectives. Our approach

to International Mindedness
encompasses a variety of enriching
experiences designed to immerse
our students in the global
community.

One of the most exciting initiatives
we've implemented is our
Multilingual Storytime sessions.
These sessions provide a unique
opportunity for parents from diverse
cultural backgrounds to share stories
from their home countries in their
native languages. Picture the awe
on our students' faces as they listen
to tales from distant lands, narrated
in languages they may have never
encountered before. From Spanish
to Mandarin, Hindi to French, each
story unlocks a new world, sparking
curiosity and igniting a passion for

language and cultural exploration.

These Multilingual Storytime sessions
expose our students to the beauty

of different languages and celebrate
our school community's rich diversity.
They learn to appreciate the unique
customs, traditions, and storytelling
styles of cultures around the world,
fostering empathy, respect, and a
sense of global citizenship.

But our commitment to
International Mindedness extends
beyond language and cultural
appreciation; it also encompasses

a deep understanding of global
issues and a commitment to making
a positive difference in the world.
Take, for example, our exploration of
the Israel-Palestine conflict. While
this topic may seem complex and
daunting for young learners, we
believe engaging our students in
meaningful discussions about real-
world issues is essential. Through
carefully curated resources, age-
appropriate discussions, and
hands-on activities, we guide our
students in understanding the
historical and cultural context of the
conflict. We encourage them to ask
questions, express their thoughts
and feelings, and engage in critical
thinking about possible solutions.
By approaching the Israel-Palestine
conflict with sensitivity, empathy,
and an open mind, our students
develop valuable skills in conflict
resolution, peacebuilding, and global
citizenship.

In addition to exploring global issues
in the classroom, we also empower
our students to take action and
make a positive impact in their
communities and beyond. Whether

SUNFLOWER
GOTTAGE:

GROWING GLOBAL

CITIZENS

Li Yan, David Nazari, and Veronica Huang
Sunflower Cottage (Grades 1-3) Teachers

through fundraising initiatives for
international charities, environmental
projects to promote sustainability,

or advocacy campaigns to raise
awareness about social justice issues,
our students are encouraged to use
their voices and talents to effect
meaningful change in the world.

As we continue our journey toward
cultivating global awareness at
Sunflower Cottage, we invite you
to join us in celebrating the beauty
of diversity, the power of empathy,
and the limitless potential of our
young learners. Together, we can
inspire a new generation of global
citizens who embrace the world with
open hearts and minds, making a
difference wherever they go.
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Kaip Amerasios mokyklos jauniausiy
B“llnl“ﬁ PEA“E AN“ vaiky mokytojai, mes Zinome,
kokj svarby vaidmenj atliekame jy
gyvenimuose. MUsy pareiga padeéti
“ N lTv lN TH E lN FANT patiems maziausiems Zzmonéms ir jy

Seimoms pereiti i$ namy aplinkos |

TODDLER CLASSRODM
musy Bamboo klaséje. Musy tikslas - jséti

j jauniausio nario Sirdis ir mintis malone
Rita Miao, Bamboo Cottage Lead Teacher ir mandaguma, ramybe, jvairius jgudzius

ir Zinias. Nes vaikai yra musy ateitis. Jie

yra musy Taikos, teisingumo ir stiprios

As Amerasia's Infant Toddler teachers, we are aware of the important institucijos ateities karéjai.

role we hold. It is our responsibility to help the youngest humans and

their families transition from a small home environment to the world Siame pasaulyje pasiekti taika reiskia
environment, which starts here in our Bamboo Cottage. Our goal is to Svesti savo skirtumus, iedkoti bendrumu,
instill grace and courtesy, peace, various skills, and knowledge in our spresti kity baimes, rasti taikius badus
youngest members' hearts and minds. They are our future—our future gyventi kartu ir pripazinti, kad esame
builders of Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions. labiau panasus nei skirtingi. Juk visi mes

esame zmones.
To achieve peace in this world, we must celebrate our differences, seek

commonalities, address each others' fears, find peaceful ways to live
together and recognize that we are more alike than we are different.
After all, we are all human.

So, we start here in the Toddler Classroom by understanding our
toddlers better and planting the seeds to raise beautiful, curious,

and responsible human beings. The toddler classroom environment
invites us to open ourselves to new experiences and the discovery of
differences in culture, language, and customs. It is beautiful to see how
multiculturalism spreads here. The young children are so pure and so
open to accepting differences. Parents are flexible to changes as well.

Diversity encompasses a wide spectrum of
characteristics, including ethnicity, religion,
language, gender, and more. These differences
contribute to a tapestry of perspectives and
experiences that can fuel innovation, creativity,
and progress.

The Language and Culture areas of our classroom
are where we celebrate multiculturalism and
practice grace the most. Let's take a sneak peek

at our birthday celebrations. Taigi mes pradedame ¢ia, maziausiy

vaiky klaséje. Suprasdami musy mazylius

Before the Montessori Birthday Circle, the child having a birthday is geriau. Séjame seklytes, kad uzaugintume
guided to bake their birthday cake to share later with everyone in grazius, smalsius ir atsakingus zmones.
the classroom. All of the children make a large circle around the sun

placed on the floor. The birthday child stands beside the label that Vaiky klasés aplinka kviecia atsiverti

has their birth month on it. The parent or teacher lights the candle naujai patirciai ir atrasti kultdros, kalbos ir
to signify the moment the child is born. The parents share the life paprociy skirtumus. Grazu matyti, kaip Cia
story of the child. At that point, the birthday child begins the journey, plinta multikultGrizmas. Mazi vaikai yra
walking slowly around the sun once, with the globe in their hands. tokie tyri ir tokie atviri skirtumams priimti.

The child stops when they reach their birth month again. While the Tévai taip pat yra lankstus pokyciams.
birthday child walks, the children in the outer circle sing the song "The

Jvairové apima daugybe savybiy, jskaitant
etnine

Earth Goes Around the Sun."
This process is very meaningful
and special for celebrating a
human's birth and presence in
the world. After blowing out the
sun's candle, we sing "Happy
Birthday" in all the languages
we have in our classroom.
Currentlly, these are English,
Chinese, Lithuanian, Korean,
Brazilian, Swahili, Danish, and
more. The experience is so
special and so concrete for our
young members of the world.




INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS & S0Gs IN
PHYSIGAL AND HEALTH EDUGATION

Victor Lopez, Athletics Director

In today's interconnected world,
fostering International Mindedness
in students is crucial. In my Physical
and Health Education (PHE) classes,
| strive to bring global perspectives
and the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals (SDCs) into our
daily activities and discussions.

International Mindedness in Daily
Lessons

International Mindedness in PHE
begins with recognizing and
respecting diverse cultures and their
approaches to physical activity and
health. For instance, | incorporate
games and sports from various
cultures into our curriculum. These
activities not only enhance physical
skills but also teach students about
the cultural significance and origins
of these sports, fostering a sense of
global awareness and appreciation.

Integrating SDGs into PHE

The SDGs are a blueprint for a better
and more sustainable future, and
they are integral to my teaching
philosophy. In PHE, | focus on
several key SDGs:

Good Health and Well-being (Goal
3): My curriculum emphasizes the

importance of physical activity

in maintaining good health. We
discuss healthy lifestyle choices,
the benefits of regular exercise, and
the impact of physical activity on
mental health.

Quality Education (Goal 4): | ensure
that my lessons are inclusive and
accessible to all students, regardless
of their abilities or backgrounds. This
promotes equal opportunities and
encourages lifelong learning.

Gender Equality (Goal 5) We
address gender stereotypes in
sports and promote equality by
encouraging both boys and girls

to participate in all activities.
Highlighting female athletes and
their achievements is also a regular
part of our discussions.

By embedding International
Mindedness and the SDGs into my
PHE curriculum, | aim to equip
students with the knowledge

and skills they need to thrive in a
globalized world and contribute
positively to society. This holistic
approach enhances their physical
health and nurtures their
development as compassionate,
informed, and active global citizens.
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INTERNATIONAL
MINDEDNESS: HOW
D0 WE PREPARE
EARLY GHILDHOOD
LEARNERS T0 BE
GLOBALLY MINDED?

Hyacinth Masigman, Plum Blossom Cottage Lead Teacher

In our first Unit Celebration themed
"Spaces," the Plum Blossom children
were exposed to various "spaces”
outside their own. They inquired
about the characteristics and
arrangements of physical spaces, how
people use different spaces, and our
responsibility in sharing spaces with
others. The children were amazed,
wondering how people from other
countries could ever survive and
thrive in their living spaces. They
explored and reasoned how to have a
safe and peaceful environment. When
one of our kid presenters was asked
why the police station was placed
near the bank, he courageously
answered, "Well, if there's a robbery,

it is easier for the policemen to catch
the thieves!" What a witty answer that
was. These children made, built, and
designed their "Dream City" on what
a peaceful community must look like.

The floating villages of Vietnam and
Cambodia, where locals move around
in their community on the water,
were another eye-opener for them.
When the Plum Blossom children
were asked if they would like to live
in this community, many said "Yes!"
and "Nol" They had their profound
reasons.

Another group of kids presented
what living in a desert community
looked like. Scarcity of water, extreme
heat, lack of green plants, and so on—
these kids couldn't imagine living

in an all-year-round hot place. Their
young minds started to see the world

A
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through their empathetic lenses.

So, how do we prepare EC learners to

be globally aware and involved?

Preparing a child to be internationally

minded involves:

- Fostering a broad understanding
of the world.

- Cultivating empathy and respect
for diverse cultures.

- Promoting a sense of global
citizenship.

They experience this firsthand inside
the Plum Blossom classroom, where
11 countries are represented.

They practice:

« Cultural Exploration: Exposure to
various cultures through books,
stories, music, art, and food.

. Language Learning: Introduction
to different languages through
songs, music, and movements.
Bilingual books opened doors to
understanding and connecting
with people from different
backgrounds.

« Global Awareness: Learning
about world geography, current
events, and global issues in age-
appropriate ways.

" ‘CEHCEE

« Critical Thinking and Open-
mindedness: Asking questions
about different cultures and
seeking understanding through
dialogue and respectful
engagement.

- Service Learning: Encouraging
children to take action locally
while thinking globally, fostering
a sense of responsibility and
compassion towards others.

As adults, we must be positive role
models by embracing diversity,
demonstrating cultural sensitivity,
and fostering curiosity about the
world. Show children that being
internationally minded is about
celebrating differences and building
bridges of understanding across
cultures.

By providing children with
experiences and opportunities, we
can help them develop the attitudes,
skills, and knowledge needed to
thrive in an interconnected world and
become responsible global citizens.




Joon Yeong Park, MYP and DP

Korean Language and Literature;

Korean Liaison

In an innovative educational
approach, the DP 1 class embraced
International Mindedness by
integrating classic literature into
their curriculum, closely aligning
with the United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGCs). A
standout example is the inclusion
of Henrik lbsen's "The Doll's House"
into the Korean language arts
program, which serves as a catalyst
for exploring gender roles and
societal norms within a global
context, including Europe, Asia, and
specifically South Korea.

"The Doll's House," a seminal work in
modern drama, offers a platform for
challenging traditional gender roles
and expectations. DP 1 students
were encouraged to draw parallels
between Nora's journey in 19th-
century Norway and contemporary

FOSTERING GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES:

'THE DOLL'S HOUSE®
INTEGRATED INTO
KOREAN LANGUAGE
GLASS TO ADDRESS
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discussions on gender equality,

a focal point of SDG 5: Achieving
Gender Equality and Empowering All
Women and Girls.

The curriculum is meticulously
crafted to enable comparative
analysis between lbsen's work and
the cultural narratives and social
constructs of South Korea. This
comparative study allows students
to critically evaluate the strides and
ongoing challenges toward gender
equality across different cultural
contexts. For instance, despite
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South Korea's significant progress

in education and female workforce
participation, traditional gender

roles and societal pressures persist,
providing a rich context for discourse.

This educational strategy underscores
International Mindedness by
creating an environment where DP

1 students can actively engage with
global issues. The initiative reflects a
commitment to the SDGs, aiming to
cultivate students into empathetic
global citizens who can appreciate
and contribute meaningfully to our
world's diverse cultural narratives.

Incorporating "The Doll's House" into
the Korean language curriculum

for DP 1 students transcends
academic study, fostering a nuanced
understanding of the SDGs, especially
SDG 5. It prompts students to reflect
on their potential roles in advocating
for gender equality and sustainable
development at both the local and
global levels.
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