Comprehensive Guide to Nouns Ending With ¥ de

I don’t think you’ll find a list like this anywhere on the web, or in textbooks or grammar
books. Indeed, I’ve read pretty much every major Chinese grammar textbook and do not
remember seeing these nouns covered in any shape or form.

So what is this post about? It’s a compilation of a very special type of noun in Mandarin —
the noun which ends with # de. These nouns are special because # usually marks the end
of one word and the beginning of another, but occasionally — very occasionally — it can also
mark an entirely separate word. These should be considered discrete words since their
meaning cannot simply be derived by the sum of their parts.

I think this list will be useful for Chinese learners, since these words are completely
unintuitive. Interestingly, many refer to occupations, and some of these occupations are
becoming less common in modern-day China. Others refer to people you may see around
the street, while others are idiomatic or curse words.

Comprehensive Guide to Nouns Ending With ¥ de

Basic Words

B Wy ndnde — guy

4y niide — girl

b7 i) chide — things to eat

5 1y héde — things to drink

LI wande — places to have fun; fun things to do
N H) gongde — male (animal)

£ B mude - female (animal)

EZEW qin’ aide — darling; honey; dear

F8 #F #y xianghdode — boyfriend/girlfriend; partner
# i hunde — meat dish

Z Y sude — vegetarian dish

People On The Street

T HY guolude — passerby

B #7 8y majiede — person shouting abuse on the street

#Z )Ly liawanrde — person going for a walk (Beijing dialect)
# Jq 8y lingdude — person walking their dog

F7 3k ¥y datoude — person standing at the front of a line

BAR By yaofande / 374K By tdofande — beggar

Occupations

fix & 32 B zuomaimaide — businessperson

% K By gudnzhangde — accountant

Y £ #y dangbingde — soldier

o B zhongdide / f# B #y zhongtiande — farmer

W B} 8 shoupolande — garbage collector

Z## H#y shazhade — butcher

H 41y suanmingde / & F Y suanguade — fortuneteller



% |18y kanménde — gatekeeper; door attendant

7+ 1 banshide — office worker

T4k By datiede — blacksmith

#| Sk By titoude — barber

F K i yaozhangde /FE 4% i yaogiande — debt collector

52 ¥ By maiyide — street artist

$r %y lachéde — rickshaw driver

Pt B B shuoshide — storyteller

% KBy songshuide / #k K By tidoshuide — someone who delivers drinking
water to one’ s home

8| 7 #) daoshuide — someone who pours water

% % 1y gudnshide — someone with high-level responsibility in the government
(i.e. an official) or in a company

Z 8 zhdngeuide — shopkeeper (old-fashioned)

4 Z H6 i nlizhdngguide — female shopkeeper (old-fashioned)

#4 % B pdotangde — waiter (old-fashioned), same as /)N — xidoér

Quirky Words
#30 )L By daibarde - literally “with a handle” — a baby boy
Y %y dangjiadede — literally “[one who] manages home” - the one who

manages the household

b Y F By shaodangjiade — the son (/b shdo) of the person who manages the
household

¥ AWy zhdngshdode — literally “holding a spoon” - the one who does the
cooking at home

o7 B Y chirudnfande — literally  “[one who] eats soft rice” — someone
who lives off a woman

#.4 1y dianbeide — literally refers to belongings put under a body after death
— metaphorically refers to someone who is made to share the fault or guilt of
others; a scapegoat



