A Detailed Guide to One-Character Verbs in Mandarin

The following is a comprehensive outline of 90 per cent of the advanced one-character verbs
you’ll encounter in written and spoken Mandarin.

Beginner Level: Simple Verbs with Secondary Meanings

# xidng — 1. to think 2. to believe 3. to miss

A nian and 3 da — 1. to read 2. to study, e.g. & F and L.

1% dé — 1. to receive 2. to contract an illness 3. to have had enough, e.g. /5 7 "E! (Stop
itl) 4. déi — have to

J& shu — to be born in a year of one of the Chinese zodiac, e.g. & J& # . (I was born in
the year of the rabbit.)

& didn — 1. to point; to poke 2. to mention 3. order (food, drinks, etc)

# odn — to dare YR E! (Don’ tyou dare!)

Pt shué — 1. to speak 2. to criticise & & W1 (Idon’ tmean to pay you out,
but...)

% lai — 1. to come 2. to bring iF & W # K - (Could I have two bottles of water
please?)

# qu - 1.to go 2. to go away 3= 3!

_F shang — 1. to board (a vehicle) or make use of a machine # _F K &+ T4E. (I take
the train to work.) F 44 . (Take the stairs.) 2. to go to & £ F M FT. I m off to
the 1oo.) 3. to go to school YL X NF¥ &K ' ? (Do you go here?)

JF kai — 1.to open FH [T T o (I opened the door.) 2. to drive FIF R F. I’ m
a good driver.) 3. to wipe (Northern slang) & 7 7 2 )L B & - (I wiped the baby’ s
bottom.)

% guan — 1.toclose HAEH Pk T o (I closed the windows.) 2. to turn off (machine,
light, etc) 3 XT % 7 o (I turned off the light.) 3. to close down T % 7 o (The
factory” s closed down.) 4. to lock up 4 % #2 % | (Lock him up!)

# zou — 1.to walk A £ F # . (People are walking on the road.) 2. to leave fi £, %2
#F 7. (He’ salready left.)

1% xiang — to be like; to resemble .48 1% 1. (He looks like you.)

1z xin — 1. to believe 2. to believe in; to have faith in 3. to trust

£ xudn — to choose

#7da — 1. to hit 2. to call 3. to play 4. many additional meanings, especially in
compounds

i€, ji — 1. to remember 2. to record

Intermediate Level: Tricky Verbs and Verbs with Multiple Meanings

% - kan to look (same as B gido) — kan to look after X, #F M. & % F o (I helped him
babysit the kids.)

ik rang — 1. to let 2. to make someone do something 3. to throw a match th & F, £

R 5 £, {8 & b1 . (During the match he was better than me but I let him win.) 4.



to give in to someone’ s argument Y> 42 M B E, S Z i F M E . (When he and
his wife fight he always gives in to her.)

K huo (noun: fire) — 1. to be famous il kK 4% J5F %, (He s very famous.) 2. to get
angry i,k X 7 o (He flared up.)

Fchuan — 1.towear KM ANT, REF T F£. (The clothes are too small, I can’ t
wear them.) 2. to pierce; to pass through & 8 ¥k 4% & # K . (Please thread the beads
together.)

i peng — 1. to encounter; to bump in to; to run into 2. to try one s luck; to take
one’ s chances &f ff iz 5, "L, (To try your luck.)

1 cul — to urge

¥ quan — to advise

Wt chui — 1. to blow 2. to boast 3. to break up

8] ddo — 1. to fall down 2. -_- (Internet slang)

Z yan — 1. to faint 2. -_- (Internet slang)

7 han — 1. to sweat 2. -_- (Internet slang)

# dido — 1. to lose 2. to drop

% luo/la — 1. to drop 2. to leave something behind 5| % & # . (Make sure you  ve
got everything.)

iR tui — 1. to retreat 2. to give back 3. to refund

% kao — 1. to rely on 2. to fuck

¥k cai — 1. to step on 2. to make a simple comment on a blog/post

#) ci — 1.to stab 2. to sting

# sdn — 1. to scatter 2. to loose — san to say goodbye

T xia — 1.to go offline & T T o (I’ m off.)

#] gua — 1. to scrape 2. to shave 3. to scrub

¥ lia — 1. to stay 2. to leave something alone 3. to leave a message

Jk pai — to dispatch; to send; to instruct & Jk ft ik & % . (L instructed him to do
something.)

& fa — 1. to send 2. to make a fortune

 zhan — 1. to occupy 2. to make up; to constitute

Fg zhi — 1. to point 2. to refer to

52 wdn — 1. to finish 2. to be hopeless

wh chdo — to quatrel; to argue; to be noisy 4| %, (Don’ targue.)

M fa - to giveintfdr, M T o (Okay, I give in.)

Fe chéng — 1. to board i, e #y = 3843 . (He boarded flight 384.) 2. to multiply 23€
3% F6, (Two times three is six.)

% zhuan — 1. to turn around 2. to change direction 3. to transfer

% ma — to yell at; to swear at

& suan — 1. to be considered 2. to calculate 3. to predict 3, FE K #t & 2|, — & K
(Yesterday I predicted he would come.)

[% péi — to accompany; to keep company

% guadi [adjective: strange] — to blame



) chdo - 1.to copy A E W E F W 1EL . (Don’ tcopy your classmates’  work.)
2. to use (in different collocations) /¥ % . (Take a shortcut.) ¥ K Pk o (Take your
weapons out.)

45 cha — 1. to insert 2. to stab 3. to fuck

i tuo — 1. to drag 2. to delay; to postpone; to procrastinate

4 hdn — 1. to contain 2. to keep/have in the mouth

% lai — 1. to rely on; to depend on 2. to falsely accuse; to set someone up 3. to blame
"2 wei [interjection: hello] — to feed

# guang — to stroll; to window-shop

# kua — to link arms

B pan — to look forward tof& K KB & 113K o (I think about you coming back to me
every day.) i H R I)LTF F 4. (Ilook forward to my son getting married
young.)

I¥ zhu — to be based in ff, £ ABCIF Jv, £ it.# o (He is an ABC correspondent based in
Beijing.)

Advanced Level: Colloquial Verbs and Slang

Kl ta — to hope to gain £ & & F LI, (By living at school I gain the benefit of
being near my Workplace) 22 B E L M. (He always buy stuff from the
market because it s cheap.) 1L Bl 1t 4 ? (What are you hoping to gain from this?)

£ xia — to waste; to squander LB 7 X AN B i 89 7 B o (He ruined the luxurious
fabric.)

% méng — 1. to deceive; to trick 2. to make a wild guess %u 38 %t ¢ Fn38 , f Fo3E YR
A B % . (If you know, you know — if you don t, you gotta make a wild guess.)

& hun 1. to be busy doing something /& 45 & 4 #? (What you been up to lately?) 2.
to drift (usually through life) fx ¥7 #E B o (Just been stuffin’  around.) .4 X F T1E

, KR E o (He never works, just bums around at home.)

& guan — to spoil; to tolerate; to indulge F| HE By B E 95 . (Don’ t put up with his
bad habits.)

12 chéng — 1. to open (umbrella, parasol, etc) 4% ¥ £ JF. (Open it up.) 2. to be
full/stuffed H#H 2 7 o (I" m stuffed.) 3. to put up withH AL E T o Tcan’ t
take it anymore.)

% zhi — to physically support i& ¥, X # % o (Please hold it up.)

K téng — 1. to be in pain & L&, (I got a headache.) 2. to dote on #& 4L AR FK A,
(Mum dotes on him.)

% oudn — 1.to bein charge of X B ZifE4 ¥ ? (Who s in charge here?) 2. to have
jurisdiction over EJK R T JI| % T o (Chongging will not fall under the jurisdiction of
Sichuan again.) 3. to discipline 7K £ i 1€ X PN IE & 158 4o (Mr Zhang disciplines his
class well.) 4. to interfere 7%, iy = jLT A% . (Mind your own business.) 5. to care ff, ~
EHEFIAPB, L% 5 T . (Without caring if there were any instructions, he
swallowed the pill.) 6. to guarantee ﬁ@ HaF s R A4FH. (I mjust the seller, I



can’ t guarantee if it works or not.) 7. to look after it & £+ 4, RELREILH
» (No matter what happens I 1l look after you.)

# hai — 1. to putin harm’ s way; to jeopardise 5| Z .. (Don’ tput him in harm’ s
way.) 2. to cause something bad to happen % &, EZ/KRET —/Ni. (had to
wait a whole hour because you didn” t show up.)

3 gua — 1.tohang ¥ F ## ® . (There’ s a painting hanging on the wall.) 2. to fail
%14 T o (flunked my exam.) 3. to die

# zhéng — 1. to do (Northern slang) /& 4 ¥ ? (How do you do it?) ] ¥ 2 i ?
(What are we going to do?)

# zai — 1.to plant A K FH T WAEM - (1 planted two trees today.) 2. to fail; to beat
someone & &K T o (Ifailed) HFAEMTFE T o (You beat me.)

Xl shan — 1. to flash 2. to move suddenly [J] A! (Let” s gol)

# ging — 1. to hold up with one’ s hands 2. to wait without doing anything (Beijing
dialect) # 2 % . (Wait around.)

1 qia — 1. to pinch 2. to quarrel; to fight 1134 # &K o (They started to have a row.)
i, pei — 1. to be a match; to be qualified to do sth /R F % B Il A Ao (You and
your boyfriend are not right together.) f B F~ 7. (He’ s not good enough for you.)
PR ATE Y £ 7, (Youdon thave what it takes to be a managet.)

2 hui — to ruin % 7 &A1 & 4K . (He ruined our marriage.)

% wi — 1. to miss 1% T K%, (I missed my train.) 2. to ruin {3 7 &K — 4 6
(He ruined my life.)

% mado (noun: cat) — to hide 1174 720 JL? (Where are you hiding?)

% rdang — to shout 1R & T 4 ? (What are you shouting about?)

i~ fén — 1. to divide £ A4~ 7 o (Divide up the watermelon.) 2. to break up; to
sepatate A1 E 49 TR A T o (We' ve already been broken up for a while.)

JE fei — 1. to injury someone badly3E & 7 o (I disabled him.) 2. to be ruined beyond
repairZ J& ¥ o (The car is beyond repair.) 3. to be uselessftt A J& 7 o (He s useless.)
J shudi — 1. to shake off f &, T .7 . (He shook off his sweat.) 2. to dump b 4% 3%,
7T o (He dumped me.)

#& deng — 1. to step 2. to dump

# ydo — 1. to shake 2. to rock

L shud — 1. to have fun 2. to trick 3. to make friends (dialect) 3Z ffl & o

¥ pdo — 1. to submerse; to immerse in water 3 & )L . (Make some tea.) 2. to make
fun of

M chu — 1. to be unwilling to do something because it” s too challenging 2. to be
scared of &t 4 A& A K. (I” m not scared of anyone.)

w chong — 1. rinse 2. flush 3. recharge 4. charge/collide 5. develop a film

|7] chudng — to storm; to rush in; to break in% 2 5] # T 5 8l o (The police stormed
into the room.)

5 dido — 1. to talk to somebody i ~ & % . (He s not talking to me.)

#% zou — to beat HEHE M, (17 1l go you.)

B t1 — 1. to kick 2. to kick out 3. to play (soccer) 4. to dump



T tan — 1. to store A1 ZE G E T TR £ Z Wi (They store a lot of things at the
warehouse.) 2. to station (troops)

& tan — 1. to swallow 2. to swallow up A &I T EFHZ /A 5 - (Google bought
out Motorola.) 3. to take away B4 F+# T o (I took all the money away.) 4. /145 &
T LR, (You' ve made your bed and now you must lie in it.)

£ rdo — to spare someone s life KK T, 47 FK . (I begyou, spare me!)
# dan — 1. to squat 2. to stay at home

£ zhdi — to stay at home

% fa — 1. to float 2. to drift (usually through life)

¥% féng — tomeet W FEEF T UAT, HXMT, #AEY. (He got four 7s for
his IELTS and was so happy that he told every one he met.)

4% bang — 1. bind; to tie up P M EFA K ! (Tie him up!) 2. to kidnap

% gudi — 1. to turn 2. to kidnap e # 4N 2 AF5 £ T o (He was abducted by aliens.)
i reng — 1. throw 2. to leave 3|47 T #H A% . (Don’ tjustleave me out in the cold.)
3. to forget H M EIEF A T o (I’ ve forgotten all my French.)

# rou — 1. to rub 2. to knead dough

# i1 — to squeeze M M T 4&HF H Kt 4% . 7% T o (The money he can pick out of his
teeth would be enough for me to live.)

# 1. kao to handcuff 2. kdo to copy # %4 % — - (Make me a copy.) 3. kdo to call
#lan - 1. to argue R Mt — . (17 dlike to challenge him.) 2. to talk about; to
discuss B AT ZEF 1B Ao (We' re just discussing the issue, it s nothing personal.) 3.
to value AT G 1, FFE/Fo (We value ability, not academic achievement.)

# lan — 1. to go around # F|{F T o (It” s your turn.) 2. to wave around b3 — £ 7]
4 k . (He waved the knife around.)

#f bai — 1. to say goodbye 2. to break off a friendship

J& bidn [adj: flat] — to beat; to strike 241, s ! (Bros — get him!)

# cuo — 1. to rub 2. to do something PET# — "B . (Let’ s grab a bite to eat.) f 1]
EAEFEME . (They  re playing mahjong.)

It ding — 1. to carry on the head 2. to approve; to support (Internet slang)

iT gudo — 1. to spend 2. to be extreme/excessive 3. to pass (an exam)

JFi shun [adj: smooth] — to walk off with something; to shoplift

+ ka — 1. to block; to be stuck fh# |1+ 1E T o (He got stuck in the door.) 2. to be
hard to pass fE &K A £4F /7 £ ! (IELTS is a nightmare!)

3 zhuang — 1. to install 2. to pretend A< K gt £ M8, L FEE ¥, (If you rea wolf,
what” s the use in pretending to be a sheep?)

% beéi — to memorise — béi to carry on one’ s back; to pigeyback

héi — 1. to trick R AE T o (I” ve been tricked.) 2. to hack W 35 # 2 7 . (The
website” s been hacked.)

# fan — 1. to turn over 2. to translate

3 jia — 1. fold 2. slam

% gai — 1.to cover LI 2R H I o (Mum will tuck youin.) KA 7, REZ4F
#HF. (It sfreezing — stay under the doona.) 2. to surpass; to exceed £ & K &Y



ORI %7 3. (In Water Margin Song Jiang” s contribution exceeded
that of Chao Gai.)

& bi — to force F M X B3 K& 4 % . (My parents have backed me into a corner.)
| shuan — 1. to rinse 2. to make fun of (old-fashioned) | PE 1%, &1z b 9 3& o
(He” s making fun of us, don’ t believe what he says.)

i kan — to talk a lot f3x /™S AR G611 (He sure talks a lot.)

B kan — 1. to cut down 2. to cut i A 2| % F 7 ! (He cut my hand!)

3 xié — 1. hold under one’ s arm () 2. coerce (F#|) 3. harbour (/& 1)

BK mi — 1.squint 2. take a nap

Bt tuo — 1. to take off clothing 2. to get away with W E F AT T, MR T %
% . (If we get caught, there’ s no way you can get out of it.)

#i yé — 1. to support somebody by one’ s arm; to tuck in; to thrust in between 2. help;
assist

# bao — 1. carry in one’ s arms 2. adopt; hold 3. cherish 4. hang out 5. hatch

%t bao — 1. to explode 2. to fuck & LM 25 ¥ T o (I fucked him up the arse.)

% ji — 1.to tie up; to fasten IF AR %X 274 Z Lo (Please put your seat belt on.) 2.
xitobe FF &K Z#H Ao (Mao Zedong is from Hunan.)

fhchou — 1. to take out 2. to smoke 3. to find (time) 4. to release 5. to shrink/contract
6. to pump out

# feng — to seal EHANE P H o (Seal the window up.)

% ju — 1. to gather; to congregate H N1 R EF R E — K. (We met up at school
today.)

7= bén — to runin a hurry ] 35 H &= . (He just rushed out.)

yudn — 1. to make round 2. to justify; to explain i #9 # 2 B~ £ 7 o (Her story is
inexplicable.) 3. to make a reality (e.g. a dream) f [& 7 # #y 2. (She made her dream
come true.)

“Fshou — 1. to guard 2. to be with for a long time # 5F & Z Ky L kit 7 — + 4,
(She stayed by her disabled husband” s side for 20 years.)

% shou — 1. to tolerate & A T o (Ican’ ttake it anymore.) 2. to enjoy X & B 4R
% I M . (This movie is very popular [lit. “enjoys popularity].) 18 &1 1R F & & .
(Obama has garnered much support [lit.  “enjoys love and support” 1.) W& & 5= H
R, %3 K. (The Goddess of Mercy answers people” s prayers and is widely
worshipped [lit. “widely enjoys incense” ].)

J€ pa — 1. to climb 2. to crawl

Y chdo — 1. stir-fry 2. to dismiss; to fire; to sack 3. to invest heavily and make prices go
up % 45 8 N AN K 2 AR A R A B H W A K o (The media have said
that the reason house prices in Australia went up last year was due to overseas buyets
flooding the market.)

2% yuan — to blame

% ré — to provoke; to stir up 1 & X B E? (Who started it?) ff, ¥ = %k & ATF & o
(He likes to attract attention.) 7| & E.F . (Don’ t stit up trouble.) X I~ AFR & AR
o (He’ s a nuisance.)



i zhao — 1. to beckon 2. to provoke; to stir up 3. to recruit

¥ b6 — to refute H I A E Mo (Ican’ tprove him wrong,)

#h bu — 1. to supplement 2. to mend; to patch up; to repair

& duo — 1. to hide 2. to avoid 3. to dodge 3L 7 F# . (He dodged a bullet.) 1]
T T —FH K. (We managed to escape from the disaster.)

#, cang — 1. to hide something or someone; to harbour 2. to store

% jido — 1. to pay money 2. to hand in

1] ding — 1. to order 2. to book; to reserve

% dia - 1. to lose 2. to throw 3. to litter

#F xi — 1. to allow; to permit 2. to promise

J& lou — 1. to leak 2. to reveal; to leak information

7 gou — 1. to seduce 2. to evoke {3t By 1E 4 # T K H [ 17 . (What he said brought
back some memories.) 3. to tick & ¥, 4 # . (Tick it off.)

# qiang — 1. to mug; to steal M T 4k H . (He mugged me and took my wallet.) 2.
to rob 4 T 4847 - (He robbed the bank.) 3. to scramble for; to vie for; to rush for ¥,
{1146 & B R B . (We both insisted on washing the dishes.) 4. to yank; to grab

H# zhéng 1. to scramble for; to vie for; to rush for 2. to open £ 45 F#% JF . (Open your
bag) — zhéng to earn money & A K #% 7 30, (Today I earned thirty bucks.)

% midn — 1. to avoid 2. to exempt; to excuse

K qgian — 1.to owe 2. to lack = X F %, (He doesn’ tdo things properly.) 3. to
move forward slightly (to adjust the position of one’ s body)

7, jie — to abstain from; give up; to quit M AN T o (He quit smoking.) # A 7 o
(She gave up drinking.)

& yang — 1. to bring up; to cultivate; to raise .51, =4, W&, (EIAL K Kt
¥ ¥ . (He cultivates flowers, raises dogs and he” s even got some fish, but he” s never
brought up any children.) 2. to support X B4 F LA X % - (It” s not easy for your
parents to earn enough money to support you.)

4 ling — 1. to lead; to guide 2. to receive FAN A R4 T % /> T %? (How much salary
do you get each month?)

52 731 — 1. to slaughter; to butcher 2. to be ripped off 1 # 5 7 o (You were ripped
off.)

B li - todivorce RAMAE T - (We re divorced.)

ZE jia — to take someone away forcibly 4B 28 1 & . (Kick him out.)

L zhua — 1. to scratch 2. to grab 3. to grope; to fondle 4N T # i 9. (He groped
her breasts.) 4. to catch 5. to arrest

Z% bian — 1. to weave 2. to make a list 3. to edit

Fr chi — 1. to hold 2. to manage

f&chudn — 1. to pass on 2. to spread 3. to transmit

# dai — 1. to carry 2. to lead 3. to bring up

4 gao — 1. to tell 2. to announce 3. to sue

£ ji — 1. to collect 2. to gather

FE Ii — 1. to take notice of 2. to manage 3. to realise



i# lidn — 1. to join 2. continue

K qia — 1. to beg for 2. to seek

7% rong — 1. to tolerate 2. to allow

# sai — 1. to race 2. to rival

Hfi za — to smash 3% JF 4 7 A i 3k o (I smashed his head in with a hammer.)

38 zhui — 1. to chase 2. to reminisce 3. to act retroactively

# jie — 1. to pick up someone A~ K g _F I ?ﬂzj]’tj%ﬁ o (I” 1l pick you up after work
this evening.) 2. to answer; to continue talking /L | £ & T 9! (What are you
waiting for? Keep going.)

% kdo — to test oneself X MF L E#E | F ! (I can answer this question!)

#£ tué — to hold in the palm MRt KR F KL — T, HF"S? (Can you come over
here and hold this for me please?)

K shan — 1.to slap one’ sface & Y W E A8 g — B % . (At that time I really
wanted to slap him in the face.) 2. to fan 1L GG A H T ? B H O H# ! (Canyou
please just stop using your fan for a sec? It” s so annoying!)

F pai — 1. to take a photo of someone B|48, # 40, HAFFIFEZE T ! (Please
don’ t take photo of me! I’ m a bit shy!) 2. to pat & 7 3t £, # 7 4 H&K . (He
came over and gave me a pat on the shoulder.) % By /N7 Z 3k & 40 .. (My doggie likes
it when I pat him.)

#T edn — 1. to be equally matched fi, #y & 1E A4 {1.#F - (His English is no match for
yours.) 2. to push or force someone to leave ~JH#, KB T2 %! (Youdon thave
to kick me out, I’ 1l leave on my own accord!)

fkché — 1. to pull on; to yank; to tug ffik T ik % B9 K £ o (He tugged at my clothes.)
2. to talk shit 7|4t T o (Stop talking bullshit.)

28 chdan — 1. to coil 48 F 22 # K . (Wind up the rope.) 2. to tangle % BB —# o
(The thread is tangled.) 3. to entangle; to pester 5| 22 %% o (Leave me alone.)

#% chdan — 1. to use food to tempt someone §| | & & )Lt . (Don’ tuselamb
shish kebabs to tempt me.) 2. to have a gluttonous craving £ 1% 7 - (I wanna pig out.)



